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Mission Statement 
 

“You are precious in my eyes” - Isaiah 43 
 

 Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Nursery is committed to the widest and fullest education of all 
pupils in a partnership between home, nursery, parish and community. 

 Our nursery aims to create a happy, ordered environment where all members feel secure, valued 
and respect each other. 

 Our nursery aims to be a positive force within the Catholic church inspired by the life of Christ in 
the Gospels 

 
 
Policy Aims 
 
At Our Lady’s we place learning at the very heart of everything we do. Therefore, our learning and 
teaching policy is a key document, integral to the daily running of our nursery.  It clearly demonstrates 
our commitment to providing effective education for children of all abilities. 
 
We recognise that our children enter nursery with great potential, and we strive to support and 
challenge their learning to enable them to realise this potential, regardless of ability.  
 
Who are the able, gifted and talented? 
 
At Our Lady’s we firmly believe that all children are precious and have gifts and talents, which must 
be developed and shared if their true worth is to be realised. To make this process successful it is 
important for us to continuously identify potential and to provide opportunities for all learners to 
take a shared responsibility for their development. 
 
All children within our nursery are provided with continuous opportunities to be identified as being: 
 
 Able: Those children who demonstrate in one or more areas such abilities, which place them to 

benefit from more challenging differentiation activities. 
 Exceptionally able: Those children who may have very distinctive needs, which will be met in line 

with our learning and teaching policy. 
 Gifted: Those children who have the capacity for or demonstrate high levels of performance in 

certain areas. 
 Talented: Those children who have a specific ability in a particular area:                                                                                                      

Physical talent                                                                                                             
 Visual/ performing abilities                                                                                      
 Mechanical ingenuity                                                                                          
 Creativity 
 Outstanding leadership and social awareness                                                                        
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All of these identified groups have needs which are meet through our learning and teaching policy. 
 
Acknowledgement of children’s gifts and talents 
 
At Our Lady’s assessment is an integral part of the learning process. It enables us to identify the 
present development of children and to discuss the steps they need to take to make further progress. 
We firmly believe that children need to be challenged and our constant reflections and assessments 
enable us to do this effectively. 
 
This is achieved through: 
 

 Formal and informal assessment procedures, which are detailed in our Assessment Policy. 
 
We firmly believe that everyone in nursery has a responsibility to recognise and value children’s 
talents and abilities. We are aware that: 
 
 Unnecessary repetition of work is de-motivating and de-motivated children will not always 

demonstrate potential. 
 More able, gifted and talented children are not always easier to reach than other children. 
 
We are also aware that gifted children can be: 
   
 Good all-rounders 
 High achievers in one area. 
 Of high ability but with low motivation. 
 Of good verbal ability but poor writing skills. 
 Very able but with a short attention span. 

 
 
Provision 
 
To enable all children to have every opportunity to develop their gifts and talents we aim to live and 
realise the aims of our learning and teaching policy. 
 
We have decided not to have one named co-ordinator but in line with our whole nursery ethos we 
acknowledge that all staff/key persons within our nursery, led by the management team, are 
responsible for ensuring that the needs of all children are met by the delivery of excellent and 
enjoyable learning. 
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