
Year 1 Curriculum Overview 2019/20 

 

From a trip to the moon with Neil Armstrong to the sizzling sights of the Great Fire of London, the children in Year 1 
have an adventure of a learning journey ahead of them! This guide highlights the skills and knowledge to be covered.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Religion 
“We learn many virtues in our Christian 

families. Above all, we learn to love, 
asking nothing in return.”  

- Pope Francis 

God’s Great Plan 
Children will consider: why did God create the world? What beautiful things did he make? Why 

did he make us? They will hear about the story of Creation from Genesis and talk about it’s 
meaning. Children will become aware that we have a responsibility to look after God’s world, 

and listen to the story of Noah and the flood, thinking about promise and hope. 

Mary, Our Mother 
Children will consider: why did God choose Mary? 

What did Mary think when she was chosen to be the 
Mother of his Son? Why did Mary visit Elizabeth? 

Why do we celebrate Jesus’ birthday? What                     
happened when Jesus was born? Why does Mary 

look after us? 

The Resurrection  
Children will begin to understand that we celebrate the resurrection of           

Jesus at Easter, and reflect upon how we do this. They will deepen their 
knowledge on what the resurrection means to us as Christians. Children will 

grow in understanding that Jesus was truly alive and how happy  
everybody was to see him, particularly when he visited the disciples in the 
Upper Room. Children will think about the promises Jesus made when he 

returned to heaven.  

Following Jesus 
Children will explore how Jesus chose his first disciples and reflect on how 
we choose our own friends. They will grow in understanding of how Jesus 
taught his disciples and hear the story of the Good Samaritan and what 
this means to us as followers of Jesus. Children will learn that Jesus died 

on Good Friday, but that it is not the end of the story! They will reflect on 
the time of waiting before Easter Sunday. 

Families and Celebrations 
Children will understand that we all belong to a  

family and think about how we can love and help 
each other. They will grow in understanding of      

belonging to our Church family and reflect on what 
we do together.  We will explore the Sacrament of 
Baptism and talk about what happens when a baby 

is baptised.  

Miracles 
Children will learn about the miracles Jesus  

performed, including when he calmed the storm. 
They will deepen their understanding by learning 

that Jesus showed his love for sick people when he 
cured a paralysed man. They will also explore the 
story of the curing of the blind man, and Jesus’ 

first miracle - helping the wedding guests at Cana.  



 
 
 
 

HRSE 

(Human Relationships and Self Education) 

Growing in love for myself and God 
Children will grow to understand: 
- They are special people made in the image and likeness of God and 
their responsibilities towards themselves, other people and creation. 
- They are individuals and that they have gifts and abilities. They will 
reflect upon the ways in which they are the same as or different from 
other people. 
- How to communicate their feelings to others and how they can 
learn from their experiences and understand when to say ‘thank you’ 
when appropriate.  
- How we can care for the feelings of others and know how Jesus 
cared for people.  
- They can think about their behaviour, recognise the choices they 
make and how these affect other people.  
- They have talents and they can grow in these talents. 

Linked to Science lessons, children will:  
- Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body 
and say which part of the body is associated with each sense.  
- Describe the importance for humans to exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of food, and hygiene. 
- Be introduced to the processes of reproduction and growth in 
animals and to notice that animals, including humans, have offspring 
which grow into adults. 

Year 1 HRSE Curriculum 
Overview 2019/20 

Growing in love for family, friends, faith and 
community 
Children will grow in understanding about:  
- Their part in their family and their invitation to be a 
part of a wider family of God. They will reflect upon how 
to develop their relationship with God through prayer, 
acts of worship and the choices they make about their 
behaviour. 
- Their belonging in various groups as communities, such 
as home, school and parish. They will think about people 
who care for them, such as, their family networks and 
who to go to when they are feeling worried. 
- Things they do can hurt themselves and others and 
sometimes they need to say sorry to people because of 
their behaviour.  
- The difference between sharing a serious incident and 
telling tales. 
- Recognise unkind behaviour, either by them, towards 
them or others, how to respond, who to tell and what to 
say. 
- Their responsibility for their immediate environment.  
- How their behaviour can hurt other people physically 
and emotionally and how other people can hurt them.   

Growing in love for my character and 
well-being 
Children will grow to learn about:  
- The belief that they have as a creation of God.  
- That their life has a purpose and to fulfil this 
purpose, they must keep themselves safe, physically 
and through growing self confidence.  
- Recognising what they like and dislike, how to 
make real informed choices that improve their 
emotional and physical health.  
- Understanding that choices can have good and not 
so good consequences. 
- Responsibilities for their own health which include 
physical health, such as, why hand washing is 
important, why diet and exercise matter and the 
importance of dental care.  
- Reflecting on good and not so good feelings and 
developing a vocabulary to describe their feelings to 
others and simple strategies for managing feelings. 
- The rights and wrongs of keeping safe and rules 
for and ways of keeping physically and emotionally 
safe, including safety online, responsible use of ICT 
and safety in the environment.  

SEAL topic - New Beginnings 

Appreciating and celebrating differences between one another, 
and experience how it feels to be valued by the class group. 
They will focus on the comfortable feelings of belonging to a 
group, celebrating differences and exploring happiness, 
excitement, sadness and fear. They will develop empathy for 
others who feel sad or scared and think of ways to support 
them. Children will also manage their feelings by learning how 
to calm themselves down. 

SEAL topic - Relationships 

Children will be exploring feelings that are associated with 
close relationships, particularly with family and friends. 
They will think about scenarios when someone is more 
successful or luckier than we are, and examine feelings of 
jealousy and feeling proud on others’ behalf. Children will 
think about feelings of hurt and learn how to manage these. 
They will have the  opportunity to explore uncomfortable 
feelings associated with being left and experiencing loss.   

SEAL topic - Changes 

Children will be focusing on making changes in our 
lives. They will distinguish between natural 
developmental change, changes we choose and changes 
we make happen. They will develop strategies for 
making changes happen, such as making a plan and 
identifying obstacles. Children will have the opportunity 
to make change happen in the classroom, as a group 
working cooperatively. 

Keeping Myself Safe 
Children will  explore how to care for their bodies and how to keep themselves healthy through diet and exercise. They will also consider how humans change emotionally and physically. 

We will think about when saying ‘no’ is okay, and what to do when these situations arise. Throughout the year, children will explore stranger awareness, what is meant by a ‘stranger’ and 
how to handle these situations. Children will also think about firework safety, how to stay safe in the sun and the importance of staying safe online.  



Spoken Language 
The children will be taught to: 

 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers. 

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge.  

 use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary.  

 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions.  

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 
including for expressing feelings.   

 maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversation, staying on 
topic and initiating and responding to comments. 

 use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 
imagining and exploring ideas. 

 speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English. 

 participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role-play, improvisations and 
debates.   

 gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s). 

 consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the  
contributions of others. 

 select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.   

Read Write Inc. 
Read Write Inc. is the phonics programme we use in school in order to teach your child to read and write 
fluently and confidently.  Read Write Inc. is a method of learning centred around letter sounds and 
phonics, blending them together to read and write words and using these learnt sounds when reading and 
writing.     

Reading 

When using Read Write Inc. to read the children will: 

 Learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple picture prompts. 

 Learn to read words using sound blending (Fred talk). 

 Read lively stories featuring words they have learnt to sound out.  

 Show that they comprehend the stories by answering ‘find it’ and ‘prove it’  
discussion questions. 

Writing 

When using Read Write Inc. to write the children will: 

 Learn to write the letters/letter groups which represent the 44 sounds. 

 Learn to write words by saying the sounds and graphemes (Fred fingers) 

 Learn to write simple then more complex sentences.  

 Compose stories based on picture strips. 

 Compose a range of texts using discussion prompts.   

 As the children move through the different books used in the Read Write Inc. programme, they will 
be introduced to different aspects of spelling, punctuation and grammar including using             
capital letters, full stops, questions marks and speech marks.   

Read Write Inc. takes place every day for one hour and the children work in different groups according to 
their ability.  This ensures that the children receive the help and guidance they need in order to become 
fluent and confident readers and writers.   

Handwriting 
The children will be introduced to cursive writing and will learn and practise how to write the different 

letters regularly.  Children will then progress to joining the letters together to produce words and will be  
introduced to the formation of capital letters for names and the beginning of sentences.       

Reading  
Reading is an essential part of the English curriculum and will take place daily  

throughout the year. There will be many opportunities for reading to take place in the 
classroom, from independent reading, reading to an adult, and shared reading with 
peers. Children will be provided with reading books, which will be taken home to  

encourage reading out of school, and will be changed weekly as part of school routine. 

Year 1 English Overview - 2019/20 

Accelerated Reader 
Children will take a short reading test to determine their word reading ability. This will provide them with a given ‘reading age’ (ZPD code) and allow them to select books they can read comfortably, 
or which can provide more of a challenge. After reading their chosen book, children take a short quiz in class to assess their understanding of what they have read. Our aim is for children to not only 

develop their comprehension skills, but also ignite their passion for reading!   



TALK FOR WRITING 

PLANNING CYCLE -  

PIE CORBETT 

Imitation - re-telling the story 

 Constantly rereading and telling the story - Using common story 
actions throughout, letting the children join in, leaving spaces in the 
tale for them to fill in.  

 Drawing/painting key scenes and using on display to show sequence 
of story.  

 Sequencing the story. 

 Provide 1 picture from the story and children to draw what 
happened before and after. 

 Acting out. 

 Using felt or toy animals to act out the story.   

 Create a play area based on the tale.   

 Re-telling the story without the book.   

 Story tapes.  

 Puppets 

 Create story map and mountain for the story to help with re-telling.   

 Draw characters and describe their feelings throughout.   

 Draw setting and note down words for description.   

 Re-writing the story as a class and in small guided writing groups 
(using story map). 

Innovation - altering the story 

 Take bits out.  

 Add bits in. 

 Change things.  

 Extract the underlying plot. 

Model to the children how to change the 

story to create their own version.  Ask 

children for ideas.  Remind children not to 

change too much as it might get a little 

confusing and we might forget the story.  

Make changes on the class story plan/

mountain.  Children to draw a new story 

map for their new, adapted story.  Model 

and provide children with different ways of 

planning (see examples in Story Writing - 

Pie Corbett).  Provide opportunities for 

children to re-tell their new stories - Using 

props, role play etc.    

Invention - making up their own story 

1.Children to use their adapted story maps/plans/mountains to write 
their story independently.  Provide some children with - writing frames, 
bullet points, sentence starters, connectives etc. if needed.  Polishing - Chil-
dren to read feedback after stories have been marked and edit using pol-
ishing pens - common spelling misconceptions, repetition, missing words, 
doesn’t make sense etc.  Publishing - Publish children’s stories in class 
book/school website etc.  

Invention - making up their own story 
 

2.When confident, children to plan and write their own story.  Follow teaching pattern:   
 Demonstrate story making orally - teacher talks through story making on many occasions 

making stories up.   
 Shared story making orally - teacher helps the class to invent a story.  
 Scaffolded story making - children work independently to make a story using some form of 

support, e.g. working in pairs, using a story board, props, etc.  
 Independent story making - class work on their own to invent a story.   
 Playing with story ingredients - story soup.   

Continuous shared writing - story telling, 
story writing modelling, editing, 

polishing and publishing 
Use a written example as a model, teach 

children how to plan, write a version using 
shared writing, edit a completed example.  
Always share learning objective for each 

demonstration/shared write.   
 Demonstration - Create a simple plan using 

a version on story planning, demonstrate 
writing - thinking in sentences, making 
mistakes, refer back to model writing.   

 Shared composition - teacher works with 
children to write a story. Concentrate on 
flow of composition, attention back to 
previous models, using story plan etc.   

 Use examples from Story Writing - Pie 
Corbett, pg. 75 for word play, sentence 
play, spellings and editing.   

 Poem of the week - chant, sing, re-tell, act, 
etc.  



Year 1 Mathematics 2019/20 

Number – number and place value Number – addition and subtraction Number – multiplication and division 

Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, 
or from any given number 

Count in multiples of twos, fives and tens 
Read and write numbers to 100 in numerals 
Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
Begin to recognise the place value of numbers beyond 20 (tens and ones) 
Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representa-

tions including the number line 
Use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least 
Given a number, identify one more and one less 
Recognise and create repeating patterns with numbers, objects and 

shapes 
Identify odd and even numbers linked to counting in twos from 0 

and 1 
Solve problems and practical problems involving all of the above 

Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), 
subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs 

Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 
Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 

(using concrete objects and pictorial representations) 
Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using 

concrete objects and pictorial representations, and missing number 
problems such as 7 =  - 9 

Recall and use doubles of all numbers to 10 and corresponding halves 
Solve one-step problems involving multiplication and division, by calcu-

lating the answer using concrete objects, pictorial representations and 
arrays with the support of the teacher 

  

Measurement 

Measure and begin to record: 
- lengths and heights, using non-standard and then manageable 

   standard units (m/cm)  
- mass/weight, using non-standard and then manageable standard  
   units (kg/g) 

- capacity and volume using non-standard and then manageable  
   standard units (litres/ml) 

- time (hours/minutes/seconds) 
within children’s range of counting competence 
Compare, describe and solve practical problems for: 
- lengths and heights (for example, long/short, longer/shorter,  

   tall/short, double/half) 
- mass/weight (for example, heavy/light, heavier than, lighter than) 
- capacity and volume (for example, full/empty, more than, less than,  

   half, half full, quarter) 
- time (for example, quicker, slower, earlier, later) 
Recognise and use language relating to dates, including days of the week, 

weeks, months and years 
Sequence events in chronological order using language (for example,  

before and after, next, first, today, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, 
afternoon and evening 

Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and draw the hands on a 
clock face to show these times 

Recognise and know the value of different denominations of coins and 
notes 

Number – fractions Geometry – properties of shapes 

Understand that a fraction can describe part of a whole 
Understand that a unit fraction represents one equal part of a whole 
Recognise, find and name a half as one of two equal parts of an object 

shape or quantity (including measure) 
Recognise, find and name a quarter as one of four equal parts of an ob-

ject, shape or quantity (including measure) 

Recognise and name common 2-D shapes, including rectangles (including 
squares), circles and triangles 

Recognise and name common 3-D shapes, including cuboids (including 
cubes), pyramids and spheres 

  

Geometry – position and direction 

Describe movement, including whole, half, quarter and three-quarter 
turns 

Recognise and create repeating patterns with objects and shapes 
Describe position and direction 

Statistics 

Sort objects, numbers and shapes to a given criterion and their own 
Present and interpret data in block diagrams using practical equipment 
Ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in 

each category 
Ask and answer questions by comparing categorical data 



 

Life and Living Processes  

Children will learn about themselves as humans, 
identifying, naming and labelling the basic parts of the 

human body and saying which part of the body is 
associated with each of the five senses. Using a variety 

of investigations and observations, they will identify 
and group a range of animals, for example: 

categorising different animals in accordance to what 
they eat (herbivores, carnivores, omnivores). Children 

will explore how animals are alive, what their     
features are and how they are similar to humans.  

Computing 
“Whether you want to  

uncover the secrets of the  
universe or you want to pursue a 
career in the 21st century, basic 
computer programming is an es-

sential skill to learn.”  
- Stephen Hawking 

Aims: 

 Understand what algorithms are and how they are used 

 Create and debug simple programs and use logical reasoning to 
predict the behaviour of simple programs 

 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, 
manipulate and retrieve digital content 

 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal 
information private; identify where to go for help and support 
when they have concerns about content or contact on the 
Internet  

Science 
“The important thing is to never stop questioning.” Albert Einstein  

Year 1 Science and Computing 
Curriculum Overview 2019/20 

Working scientifically: 
Children will be taught to use the following skills through the teaching of their science lessons:  
 Asking scientific questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 
 Observing closely using a range of scientific equipment 
 Using features to compare objects, materials and living things 
 Identifying and classifying 
 Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
 Observing changes over time and beginning to notice patterns and relationships 
 Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

 
 
 

Computer Skills 

In Year 1, we cover basic 
computer skills, such as:  
navigating a computer 
mouse, typing on a  
keyboard, switching on 
and shutting down a  
computer, saving a file, 
launching an application 
and manipulating  
windows.   

 
 
 
 
 

Online safety 
All children take part in a termly online safety day. 
Children learn to use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; 
identify a range of ways to report concerns, content and 
contact. 

Life and Living Processes: Plants 

(Thinking about common names and basic 
structure of plants. Children will identify the 
differences between living things and things 

which have never lived. They will also     
explore life processes in the local            

environment, growing in understanding that 
plants need light and water to grow and live. 
Children will learn how to label and name: 
leaf, flower, stem, root, and group plants 
according to similarities and differences.  

Materials and their properties  

(Grouping materials) - Throughout this topic,  
children will use their senses to explore materials’ 

properties; sort and group materials; recognise and 
name materials; know that some are found 

naturally and know why materials are  chosen for 
specific uses. They will also begin to think about 
fair and unfair testing. (Changing materials) - 

Children will explore and describe how everyday 
materials change when they are heated or cooled, 

make predictions and find out what happens.  

Turtle and Scratch Jr 

Using computer programs Turtle and Scratch Jr, children 
will become more familiar with coding and algorithms. 
They will cover the following objectives: describe and use 
instructions to program a character, program a character 
to grow and shrink, use instructions to make characters 
move at different speeds, use repeat instructions to make a 
sequence, predict behaviour of a programmed character, 
create programs with a sequence of linked instructions, and 
create programs that create a recorded sound.  

Seasonal Changes 

 
Linking to Geography, children will 

discuss observations carried out 
throughout the year. How have 

plants and trees changed 
throughout the year?                    

Refer back to observational 
drawings.   

Purple Mash 

Children will use Purple Mash 
across the curriculum. The 
website can be accessed from 
home and tasks will be set as 
home learning to consolidate 
the children’s learning across 
subjects. Book Creator 

Children will use the app Book Creator to contribute to a 
whole class book, linked to a curriculum area.  



Year 1 Art/DT, Music and PE Curriculum Overview 2019/20 

 

Art and DT 
“Creativity is 

inventing, 
experimenting, 

growing, taking risks, 
breaking rules, 

making mistakes and 
having fun.” 

Drawing 
Children will be exploring mark making using 
different art pencils, including B, 2B, 4B and 
6B. Finger drawing with paint. Responding 

to a story. Drawing on different surfaces and 
different paper types and textures. They will 
be learning about the pressures of the pencil: 
light, dark, soft, strong, straight, wiggly etc. 

Printmaking  
Thinking about the use of primary colours. 

Children will be printing with different materials 
to give different effects. They will explore 

negative stencil printing and clay slab block 
printing. Also, collograph printing and press 

print printing 

Food Technology  
Children will be learning about hygiene and 

health and safety with food and utensils. They 
will think about healthy eating and 

 living, relating to different food groups. They 
will consider: where does our food come from? 
Cut and peel fruit and vegetables. Make fruit 

kebabs and vegetable kebabs. Raw foods. 

Painting 
Learning about artists Kandinksy and  

Jasper Johns. Children will focus on shape 
and colour, thinking about emotions. Using 
artists rags to explore thick and thin brush 
work and brush care. Responding to stories 
with colouring mixing: lighter and darker 

shades. Exploring pop art.  

3D 
Learning about artist Andy 
Goldsworthy. Focusing on 

line and shape. Children will 
create outside art with leaves 
and stones, whilst exploring 

manmade and natural 
materials. Children will 

respond to stories through 
clay work: manipulation of 
the clay, rolling, pulling, 
squeezing and making 

impressions. 

Making & testing  
a sailboat 

What is a sailboat? Children will 
investigate materials that float or 

not. What could be used for a 
sail? Children will design a simple 
sail boat and create a prototype. 
They will make and decorate a 

simple boat and test on water and 
evaluate their finished results. 

Games:  
Using a variety of outdoor games, children will master the following skills:  
 
 

Catching: explore and develop the skill of catching a ball, catch a ball with two hands, develop 
the skill of bouncing a ball with control, bounce a ball while travelling in a game. 
 
 

Throwing (overarm & underarm): explore the skill of throwing overarm, develop the skill of 
throwing overarm for distance, develop the skill of throwing overarm for accuracy, apply the 
skill of an underarm throw in different ways 
 
 

Rolling: develop the skill of rolling different equipment 
 
 

Team work & movement: develop the skill of the side gallop, develop the skill of running, 
develop the skill of dodging, apply simple tactics in a team game 
 
 

Kicking: explore different ways of kicking objects, explore different ways of kicking objects with 
increasing accuracy and control, receive a kick with control. 

Dance: 
Children will: explore, remember, repeat and link a range of actions with co-ordination, travel 
from one space to another using different pathways and levels, link travel, turn and stillness 
within a sequence depicting a different mood, compose a short dance independently, explore 
and link contrasting actions with control, compose and perform dance phrases that 
communicate the story, recognise and describe how different dance activities make them feel. 

Gymnastics: 
Children will: develop the basic skills of travelling, develop the basic skills of rolling, develop the 
basic skills of jumping, perform basic skills with straight and tuck shapes,  link basic movements 
together, apply the skills of travelling, rolling and jumping with two different shapes, link basic 
movements together to create a sequence, adapt the sequence to perform on apparatus.  

Music 
In the words of Abba: “Thank you 

for the music, for songs we’re 
singing, thanks for all the joy 

they’re bringing”. 

 

Miss Mallinson to deliver music to Year 1: Children will be exploring performance through playing tuned and un-tuned instruments, for example, experimenting 
and playing the glockenspiels to explore high and low sounds. They will begin to create, understand and perform their own simple sequences on their 

instruments. In singing sessions, they will practise simple repetitive songs and taught to listen with concentration, and understand a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music. They will be given the opportunity to listen to different kinds of music and identify its features. Throughout music lessons, children are 

encouraged to begin to use a range of musical language, such as: pace, fast, slow, loud, soft. 

Physical Education  

Fundamental movement skills: 
In Year 1, children should develop their fundamental movement skills, build upon their 
confidence and access a wide range of opportunities to improve their agility, balance and  
coordination. Children are taught to master basic movements including: running, jumping, 
throwing, catching and applying these to a range of activities.  



 

Geography 
“Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It is dynamic and relevant. 

For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose.” - Michael Palin 

Location Knowledge 
In Autumn term, children will be  

developing their knowledge about the 
world, particularly the United Kingdom. 

They will be exploring the four countries 
within the United Kingdom, learning to 

name, locate and identify the different 
characteristics of each. We will explore the 

features of each of the capital cities,  
particularly London, with strong links to 

History when thinking about the residence 
of the Royal family. Throughout  

geography lessons, children will be  
encouraged to use a range of  

geographical vocabulary to refer to key 

physical features, including: forest, hill, 

mountain, soil, valley, vegetation.  

Place Knowledge  
In Spring Term, children will be 

exploring the topic ‘Where do I live?’ 
This focuses upon children’s knowledge 

about their own locality. We will be 
focusing on St Annes as our local area, 

discussing its key features and thinking 
about what makes it a town. Children 

will compare their area of living to a 
region of a non-European country and 

identify the geographical similarities 
and differences between them. For 

example, comparing English landscapes 
and African landscapes. Throughout the 

topic, map atlases and globes will be 

used to support learning.  

Geographical skills  
and Fieldwork  

Linking to our learning about the countries within the 

United Kingdom, children will be exploring maps of  
London. They will analyse simple and ariel photography 

to explore the physical and human features of the area. 
When focusing on our topic ’Where do I live?’, children 

will use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of their school and its grounds. 
They will also record the key human and physical  

features of its surrounding environment. During our 
learning in summer, children will devise their own simple 

map of a farm, using and constructing basic symbols in 
a key. They will use compass directions (North, East, 

South and West), as well as locational and directional 

language, to describe the location of features on a map.  

Year 1 Geography and History 
Curriculum Overview 2019/20 

Human and Physical 
Geography:  

Throughout the year, children will be 

identifying the daily weather patterns within 
the United Kingdom. They will learn how to 

talk about the four seasons and explain how 
they each affect the weather in the UK. During 

the summer term, our focus will turn to ‘At the 
Farm’ where children will discuss how seasonal 
changes affect farm life. Children will identify 

key human and physical features of a farm, and 
use language such as: hill, river, vegetation, 

season, weather, city, town, farm, village, 
house, office and shop. We will compare and 

contrast the key physical and human features 

of countryside and town. 

 

History 
“The more you know about the past, 
the better prepared you are for the 

future.” - Theodore Roosevelt  
 

The Royal Family 
Throughout Autumn Term, we will be exploring the Royal Family, answering key questions such as: Who are the members of the current royal family? What makes someone royal? What is the 

role of the royal family? Children will be exploring the life of Queen Elizabeth II during our Royal Family topic. When did Queen Elizabeth II take the throne? What happens at a King or Queen's 
coronation? We will be exploring how the royal family has impacted upon Britain, thinking about our national anthem and British values. Children will explore the royal family tree, focusing on 

changes within their own living memory, for example, the birth of Prince George, Princess Charlotte and Prince Louis. What are the similarities and differences between our lives and theirs? 
Children’s understanding will be furthered by looking at the history of the royal family by making comparisons to the life of Queen Victoria. They will begin to understand how she contributed to 

national achievements in Britain and how she changed our country. The comparison between Elizabeth II and Queen Victoria will  be used to think about the different aspects of life within 
these periods. 

Neil Armstrong 
Children should explore the life of a significant individual in the 

past, particularly one who has contributed to international 
achievements… and what could be more exciting than learning 

about Neil Armstrong’s achievements? We will be thinking about: 
why couldn’t people have gone to the moon earlier? What impact 
did Neil Armstrong have on our understanding of the world after 
he landed on the moon? Children will create a historical time line 

showing key dates of the moon landing, and how it was 

The Great Fire of London 
Children will be exploring the ways in which London has changed,  

comparing the past and present, particularly focusing on buildings and 
travel. We will find out some of the ways in which we live in present day 

are different and similar to how people lived in 1666. Children will explore 
how the Great Fire started and spread across London, using a range of 

historical sources; analysing which are the most and least accurate to learn 
from. Children will be also be thinking about how London was rebuilt 

after the Great Fire and how this changed Britain.  


