
Year 3 Curriculum Overview 2019-20 

 

From learning about the prehistoric era of the Stone Age to creating tasty snacks to eat in Food Tech... Year 3 will be busy bees this 
year exploring a varied curriculum. This overview identifies the knowledge and skills that will be covered.  

Religion 
Becoming familiar with the 

covenants God made with His 
people and the New Covenant 

He has made with us. Saints and 
their lives will inspire and we will 
develop a deeper understanding 

of prayer. 

The Christian Family   
The church is the family of God. When we 
join this  family we receive the sacrament 
of baptism. What are the signs of baptism? 
What does it mean to be part of a family? 

Mary our Mother  
God called Mary to be Jesus’ mother—how did she 
respond? How do we say the Hail Mary prayer? How can 
we prepare for Christmas during Advent? What is the true 
meaning of Christmas and the story behind it? 

Celebrating Easter and 
Pentecost  
How does the church celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus? What happened on the 
road to Emmaus? What happened at 
Pentecost? What are the fruits of the Holy  

Eucharist  
What happened at the Last Supper? How does this make the 
Mass real for us?  The importance of the different readings at 
Mass? How can I listen to God’s word? What happens at the 
Consecration and at Communion? Children will reflect on the gift 
they receive at Holy Communion.  

Called to Change   Jesus called 
people to change, turn away from 
sin and follow God’s teachings. 
What did  Jesus teach us about 
forgiveness? What does it mean to 
say sorry? How can we use Lent as 
an appropriate time to think about 
change? 

Being a Christian What does 
being a Christian involve? The joys and 
the challenges? How did St Peter and 
St Paul become followers of Jesus? 
What graces has God given us and 
what are our gifts and talents? 

Religious 

Education 



Year 3 Curriculum Overview 2019/20 
HRSE.  

(Human, Relationships and Self Education) 
Growing in love for myself and God: Children 

will  learn to value themselves as a child from God, 

beginning to be thankful for their own gifts god has 

given them. Children will start to understand that 

differences and similarities between people arise 

from a number of factors such as family.  

Growing in Love for Family, Friends, Faith and 
Community:  Children learn that the Church is a 

community of faith and know the rituals celebrated 

in Church that mark life, particularly birth, where 

they will focus on the sacrament of Baptism.  

Growing in Love for my character and Well –
Being Children learn that all people have worth and 

dignity as creations of God. All lives have purpose 

and we are all created equal. Extending vocabulary 

of emotion, to explain both the range and intensity 

of their feelings to others.  

Autumn SEAL Topic: New Beginnings   

Understanding and recognising their worth as 

individuals. Understanding the feelings of starting 

something new and exploring ways to cope with 

these feelings.  Managing feelings, finding ways to 

calm down and problem solve when necessary.  

Growing in love for myself and God: Children will 

start to understand that that they can choose to have 

a relationship with God, recognising the cause and 

effect in their actions and take personal 

responsibility.   

Growing in Love for Family, Friends, Faith and 
Community:  Children will learn about forgiveness, 

recognising its importance in relationships and start 

to learn about Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness. They 

will recognise that being part of a community means 

working together for common aims.  

Growing in Love for my character and Well –
Being: children will learn that giving time to prayer 

and reflection is a way of growing in understanding of 

themselves and their own character, as well as 

deepening their relationship with God.  

Spring SEAL topic: Relationships  

Children will explore the times when they have felt 

guilty or hurt someone and how they might make 

amends. They will look at different ways of hurting 

people’s feelings, the impact of this on others and 

then lastly children will examine feelings of loss.  

Growing in love for myself and God: children will identify, 

name and respond to a wide range of feelings in themselves 

and others. They will continue to build on their learning about 

the main body parts and internal organs and will learn how 

to keep our bodies healthy.  

Growing in Love for Family, Friends, Faith and 
Community:  Children will learn to judge what kind of 

physical contact is acceptable or unacceptable and how best 

to respond. They begin to realise the nature of and 

consequences of discrimination,   

Growing in Love for my character and Well –Being 
Children begin to learn that they are all responsible for their 

own health, taking care of their body and asserting their right 

to protect their body from inappropriate or unwanted 

contact.   

Summer SEAL Topic: Changes 

Children will learn to recognise their worth as individuals, by 

identifying positive things about themselves and their 

achievements, seeing their mistakes, making amends and 

setting personal goals. To learn to face new challenges 

positively by collecting information, looking for help, making 

responsible choices and taking action. They will also reflect 

on spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, using 

imagination to understand other people’s experiences.  

Keeping myself safe   Growing in Love for my character and Well –Being  

To manage their personal safety. That they are responsible for managing the risks they are exposed to, pressure to behave in an unacceptable. unhealthy or risky way can come 

from many sources such as people they know and media. • When, how and who to ask for help, how to resist pressure to do something dangerous, unhealthy that makes them 
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Fables  
‘Aesop’s Fables’ 

Non-Chronological 
Reports  
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Speaking and listening:        Speaking and listening skills are at the heart of every lesson due to the crucial link 
between spoken language and cognitive development. Through using language and hearing how others use it the children 
will be able to describe their world. They learn to use language as a tool for thinking collectively and alone. Language is 
modelled by the teacher but effective use and understanding of talking/learning partners in every lesson gives the children 
the opportunity to self express and share learning. 

Spelling: Spelling patterns and rules are explored see Year 3 spelling list. Spellings with ey / 
ei / ai / ear. Homophones / near homophones. Suffixes -ly  / -er / -ed / -ing and Year 3 Statutory 
spelling words. Prefixes mis- ,dis-., bi-, re– .Words containing gue and que. Words with a sh sound 
spelt with ch. Words ending in –ary, word families, /u/ sound spelt with ‘o’. suffix –al. /zher/ sound 
spelt with ‘sure’.  /cher/ sound spelt with ‘ture’; Silent Letters, /u/ sound spelt with ‘ou’;  

Handwriting and presentation: Writing is fluent and joined in style. 
Pupil chooses to print when appropriate e.g labels in science 

Cat Tales - The Ice 
Cat 

Explanation Texts 
Features of poems  

Animal poetry 

Narrative: Adventure 
Stories, including ‘Iron 
Man’ by Ted Hughes 
Non-chronological 

reports  
Machinery poetry 

Persuasive Letters 
Recounts 

Narrative: Fantasy 
stories including  

‘The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe’ 

 

Discussion Texts 
Explanation texts   

Children’s own fables 
Setting and character 

description 
Non-chronological 

reports on the Stone 
Age  

Explanation text 
based on minibeasts 

and habitats 
Setting and character 

description 
 

An adventure story 
Non-chronological 
report based on an 
European Country  

Recounts based on 
the Romans 

Persuasive letter 
from Boudicca to the 

Romans  
Biography of 

Boudicca 

A fantasy and 
adventure story 
Character and 

setting description 
based on Narnia 

 
 

Non chronological 
reports 

Explanation text 
based on digestion. 
Instructional writing 
with link to Food 

Tech 

Sentence structure 
Complex sentences 
using conjunctions 

Prepositions 
Adverbs in sentences 
Inverted commas to 
punctuate speech 
Determiners a/an  

Fewer/less 
Identify word classes in 

a simple sentence 
Identify clauses in 

sentences 
Main and subordinate 

clauses in complex 
sentences  

Perfect form of verbs 
using have and has 
Fronted adverbial 

phrases 
Identify the subject and 

object in a sentence  
Technical vocab 

Persuasion — Pattern of 3 
and exaggerated language  
Difference between clause 

and phrase 
Personal pronouns 

Compound sentences using: 
and, but, for, yet, nor, so, or 

Comma to separate 
clauses  

All aspects of 
Grammar revisited 

and opportunities to 
apply it given 

All aspects of 
Grammar revisited 

and opportunities to 
apply it given 

*All aspects of grammar are constantly revisited throughout the year allowing for 
consolidation and application 



Number – number and place value Number – addition and subtraction Number – multiplication and division 

Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100 
Count up and down in tenths 
Read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in words 
Read and write numbers with one decimal place 
Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representa-

tions (including the number line) 
Recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number 

(hundreds, tens, ones) 
Identify the value of each digit to one decimal place 
Partition numbers in different ways (e.g. 146 = 100+ 40+6 and 146 = 

130+16) 
Compare and order numbers up to 1000 
Compare and order numbers with one decimal place 
Find 1, 10 or 100 more or less than a given number 
Round numbers to at least 1000 to the nearest 10 or 100 
Find the effect of multiplying a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 

100, identify the value of the digits in the answer 
Describe and extend number sequences involving counting on or back 

in different steps 
Read Roman numerals from I to XII 
Solve number problems and practical problems involving these ideas 

Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the num-
bers involved (recall a known fact, calculate mentally, use a jotting, 
written method) 

Select a mental strategy appropriate for the numbers involved in the calcula-
tion 

Understand and use take away and difference for subtraction, deciding on 
the most efficient method for the numbers involved, irrespective of con-
text 

Recall/use addition/subtraction facts for 100 (multiples of 5 and 10) 
Derive and use addition and subtraction facts for 100 
Derive and use addition and subtraction facts for multiples of 100 totalling 

1000 
Add and subtract numbers mentally, including: 
- a three-digit number and ones 
- a three-digit number and tens 
- a three-digit number and hundreds 
Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal written 

methods of columnar addition and subtraction 
Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check 

answers 
Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, 

place value, and more complex addition and subtraction 

Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the numbers involved 
(recall a known fact, calculate mentally, use a jotting, written method) 

Understand that division is the inverse of multiplication and vice versa 
Understand how multiplication and division statements can be represented using arrays 
Understand division as sharing and grouping and use each appropriately 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables 
Derive and use doubles of all numbers to 100 and corresponding halves 
Derive and use doubles of all multiples of 50 to 500 
Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the 

multiplication tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-digit 
numbers, using mental and progressing to formal written methods 

Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context of a prob-
lem, an appropriate degree of accuracy 

Solve problems, including missing number problems, involving multiplication and division 
(and interpreting remainders), including positive integer scaling problems and corre-
spondence problems in which n objects are connected to m objects 

Measures 

Number – fractions Geometry – properties of shapes Measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); volume/capacity 
(l/ml) 

Continue to estimate and measure temperature to the nearest degree (°C) using ther-
mometers 

Understand perimeter is a measure of distance around the boundary of a shape 
Measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes 
Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals from I to 

XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks 
Estimate/read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute 
Record/compare time in terms of seconds, minutes, hours; use vocabulary such as 

o’clock, a.m./p.m., morning, afternoon, noon, midnight 
Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year 

and leap year 
Compare durations of events [for example to calculate the time taken by particular 

events or tasks] 
Continue to recognise and use the symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p) and understand 

that the decimal point separates pounds/pence 

Recognise that ten 10p coins equal £1 and that each coin is  of £1 
Add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in practical con-

texts 
Solve problems involving money and measures and simple problems involving passage of 

time 

Show practically or pictorially that a fraction is one whole number 

divided by another (e.g.  can be interpreted as 3 ÷ 4) 
Understand that finding a fraction of an amount relates to division 
Recognise that tenths arise from dividing objects into 10 equal parts 

and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 10 
Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects: unit 

fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators 
Recognise and use fractions as numbers: unit fractions and non-unit 

fractions with small denominators 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small 

denominators 
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one 

whole [for example,  +  = ] 
Compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same de-

nominators (including on a number line) 

Count on and back in steps of  ,  and  
Solve problems that involve all of the above 

Draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D shapes using modelling materials; recognise 
3-D shapes in different orientations and describe them 

Recognise angles as a property of shape or a description of a turn 
Identify right angles, recognise that two right angles make a half-turn, three 

make three quarters of a turn and four a complete turn; identify whether 
angles are greater than or less than a right angle 

Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and parallel 
lines 

Geometry – position and direction 

Describe positions on a square grid labelled with letters and numbers 

Statistics 

Use sorting diagrams to compare and sort objects, numbers and common 2-
D and 3-D shapes and everyday objects 

Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables 
Solve one-step and two-step questions [for example, ‘How many more?’ and 

‘How many fewer?’] using information presented in scaled bar charts and 
pictograms and tables 

Year 3 Mathematics 2019/20 



 

Animals, including 
humans  
The children will learn about        
nutrition and that it is important 
we have the right amounts and 
types. Year 3 will explore skele-
tons and muscles and the uses of 
them.  
 

Computing 
“Whether you want to  

uncover the secrets of the 
universe or you want to 
pursue a career in the 
21st century, basic 

computer programming is 
an essential skill to 

learn.” 
Stephen Hawking 

Science 
“Science, my lad, is made up of mistakes, but they are mistakes which it is useful to make because they 

lead little by little to the truth.” Jules Verne 

Year 3 Science and Computing 
Curriculum Overview 2019-20 

Working scientifically:   
Pupils in Year 3 are taught to use practical scientific methods, processes and skills. They will be asking relevant questions and using 
different types of scientific enquiries to answer them. They will set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. They will 
make systematic and careful observations and take accurate measurements using a range of equipment. They will learn to gather, 
record, classify and present data in a variety of ways. From this, they will record their findings using simple scientific language, 
drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts and tables. Year 3 will report on their findings from enquiries and use their results to 
draw simple conclusions, make predictions, suggest improvements and raise further questions. Also, the children will identify 
differences, similarities and changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes. Finally, they will use straightforward evidence to 
answer questions or to support their findings.  

I.T.  
PPT– To be able to 
use, read and use             
information, combine 
their own ideas and 
select what is                     
important.  
Incorporate images 
and sound on to PPT.  

Computer  
Science 

Using Kodu 
Story Telling 
Sequence. 
Collect and 
present data. 
Design and 
create content 

Digital Literacy 
Using Purple Mash 
program explore data 
handling linked to Maths/ 
Science. Children will 
learn how to create their 
own database and then 
create a graph using the 
data.  

Online– Safety 
Acceptable Use Policy/ ways to report 
online safety issues. What is respect? 
How do we respect people online? 
Keeping personal information safe and 
reliability of the web. Explore the 
reliability of information online. Look at 
reporting inappropriate contact and the 
how screen time can have an impact on 

Animals, 
including humans  
The children will investigate 
the function of the digestive    
system in humans. They will 
learn about the types and 
functions of human teeth.  

Living things and 
their habitats  
Year 3 will learn that living 
things can be grouped in differ-
ent ways and use various clas-
sification keys to help them do 
this. 
They will also investigate food 
chains, including producers, 
predators and prey 

Electricity   
The children will explore 
common appliances that use 
electricity. Furthermore they 
will use this knowledge to 
construct simple electrical 
circuits. Through investigation, 
the children will recognise 
conductors and indicators. 

Forces and Magnets 
Year 3 will compare how things 
move on different surfaces. They 
will understand that forces need 
constant contact, whereas 
magnetic forces are able to act 
from a distance. The children 
will investigate which materials 
are magnetic and which can 
repel and attract other metals. 

Amination  
 

Create a simple 
animation 
using Purple 
Mash program.  

IT– 
Photography 

Children to take 
own photographs 
using iPad or 
camera. They then 
use Pixlr online to 
manipulate and 
change the image.  

Computer 
Science  

Using Scratch 
program.  
Sequence and 
repetition.  
OR complete the 
Year 3 Coding 
Crash Course  



Year 3 Art/DT Music and PE Curriculum Overview 2019 –20 

 

Art and DT 
“There are two things in the 

painter, the eye and the 
mind; each of them should 
aid the other… in the eye by 

looking at nature, in the 
mind by the logic of 

organized sensations which 
provides the means of 

expression.” Paul Cezanne 

Drawing   
Inventing marks; line work; linear drawing. 
Artist: Vincent Van Gogh. Exploring shading 
and tone. Responding to stories, using 
imagination. Drawing in colour. Pattern 
work. Developing and extending a pattern. 

Collage 
Artist Paul Klee. Use of primary and 
secondary coloured papers. Recreating 
Klee’s Highways and Byways. Christmas 
card in this style. Mixing own colours in 
paint to use in abstract collage. 

D.T. Food Technology  
Health and Safety. Hygiene. 

Healthy eating and living. Food 
groups. Life skills. Peeling, chopping, 
cutting, grating and spreading. Tasting, 
evaluating. Creating a booklet. Clearing 
away at end of lesson. Washing and 
drying equipment. 

D.T. Circuits  
Designing, planning, making evaluating a 
challenge buzzer game. Working in 
partnership. Decoration, instruction and 
promotion of said game. Circuits. Making a 
working circuit with an attached buzzer 
concealed within the design. 

Printmaking 
Responding to a story (The 
Coach Trip) by printing and 
by using classroom objects. 
Printing over textured 
surfaces. Monoprinting on 
acetate, oil based printing 
ink and rollers. Animal 
skins / furs. Recreating in 
abstract colours using press 
print foam. 

Painting 
Investigating colour, paint 
charts, creating and naming 
our own. Tonking and 
Graffito. Making colours 
darker and lighter Artists Van 
Gogh, Constable, Turner, 
Hambling and Lanyon. 
Painting sky and seascapes.  

Invasion Games:   
Year 3 will learn how to send 
and receive a ball, being able 
to move into space to receive a 
pass. Also they will be able to 
do this within games as well as 
using tactics. This will progress 
into using the throwing and 
catching skills in more 
competitive invasion games, as 
well as revising original tactics.  

Dance   During dance lessons, Year 3 will create sequences using a stimulus and also use mime 
effectively to communicate ideas. The children will begin to understand gestures, develop transitions and 
work creatively within a stimulus.  

Gymnastics   Within gymnastics, Year 3 will develop ways of travelling on hands and feet. In 
addition, they will develop balances on small body parts, creating sequences of travelling and balancing 
actions. Later, children will develop ways of rolling, jumping and landing. The children will then use these 
skills to create a sequence of gymnastic actions, evaluating their performances.  

Net Wall  
Children will learn to explore 
different throwing actions, 
consolidate throwing actions 
and practise catching. The 
children will explore different 
ways of throwing. Also, children 
will learn to strike the ball with 
a small bat or their hand, 
improving their movement skills 
and body positions. The children 
will lean to practise striking 
skills using a racquet.  

Athletics:  
Perform the pull throwing action, 
explore different running 
techniques, perform the sling throw 
and develop their jumping actions. 
Children will also develop an 
appropriate running technique for 
distance, as well as performing a 
sprint start. Year 3 will learn to: 
throw for distance; perform a hop 
step and jump; pass a baton 
successfully in a race; perform in 
athletic type competitive events.  

Music 
In the words of Abba: 
“Thank you for the 

music, for songs we’re 
singing, thanks for all 

the joy they’re 
bringing”. 

Reggae Music - Three Little Birds – Bob 
Marley – singing/ listening/ analysing  
Beginnings, middle, endings. Using 
glockenspiel to perform. Improvisation in a 
song.  
Compose a simple tune  
Notate – using the stave 
Using other Pop songs. 

Physical Education "To see young people growing in physical skills, self-
confidence and self-worth is a truly enriching experience. Nowhere in school is it more visible 
than in P.E.”  - Duncan Goodhew. 

Blues Music 
Performing using the glockenspiel.  
Improvisation – Blues music  
Composing simple tunes  
Notation – using the stave  

World music 
Listening to and analysing – looking at 
instruments from around the world and how they 
sound. 
Styles – Bhangra  
Improvise – In the style of Bhangra 
Composing – simple tunes in the style of Bhangra 
Notate – using the stave  

Team Work   Within these lessons the children will develop communication and collaboration 
skills. Improve their ability to work with and trust others. Evaluate their own successes. Take responsibility 
for themselves and others. The children will work effectively as part of a team. Take part in outdoor and 
adventurous activity challenges 



 

Geography 
“What is our knowledge worth if we know nothing about the world that sustains us, nothing about natural 
systems and climate, nothing about other countries and cultures?”  - Jonathon Parritt, Forum for the Future 

Location Knowledge 
Pupils will learn how to locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including Russia), concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major cities. Also 
the children will identify the position and 
significance of the Arctic and Antarctic Circle. 
The children will study the local area, our 
European neighbours, Italy and the Artic. 

Place Knowledge  
We will learn to 
understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of a region in 
a European country.  

Geographical skills and Fieldwork  
Children will use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features. The children will also use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world. Furthermore, Year 3 will use fieldwork, observe, measure and 
record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs.  

Year 3 History and Geography 
Curriculum Overview 2019 –20 

History 
“History cannot give us 
a programme for the 
future, but it can give 

us a fuller 
understanding of 
ourselves and our 

common humanity, so 
that we can better face 

the future.”  
Robert Penn Warren 

Changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 

Age  
The children will learn about late 
Neolithic hunter -gatherers and early 
farmers, for example Skara Brae. We 
will also learn about religion in the 
Bronze Age, technology and travel. 
The children will also learn about 
Stonehenge. In addition, we will 
investigate Iron Age hill forts, tribal 
kingdoms, farming, art and culture.  

The Roman Empire and its impact 
on Britain  

Year 3 will look at Julius Caesar’s attempted 
invasion in 55-54BC. Then the children will 
investigate the Roman Empire by AD42 and the 
power of its army. The successful invasion by 
Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s 
Wall will be researched, followed by British 
resistance, such as that by Boudicca. Year 3 
will look at the ‘Romanisation’ of Britain, 
including sites such as Caerwent and the impact 
of technology, culture and beliefs, including 
early Christianity.  

The achievements of the earliest civilisations  
Year 3 will have an overview of where and when the first civilisations appeared and 
an in-depth study of Ancient Egypt.  

The Celts 
The children will investigate where 
and how the Celts lived, learning 
about the main characteristics of 
Celtic life. They will learn about the 
choices that the Celts made in 
determining where to settle, 
relating these choices to settlements 
today. The children will investigate 
the differences between settlers and 
invaders. They will look at the Celts 
in comparison to the Romans who 
invaded Britain. 


