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From the tiniest seed to voracious volcanoes. The children in Year 4 have a real treat of a learning journey ahead of them! 
This guide highlights the skills and knowledge to be covered.  

Religion 
Learning the impact of God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit upon people in 
the bible, children reflect on how 
the blessed Trinity speak to them 
in their own lives. Awareness of 

other faiths is developed. 

The Bible   Exploring stories from the Old Testa-

ment. Responding to  questions such as “What does 
this tell us about what God is like?” “What does He 

want me to do?” We will also be finding references in 

the Bible. 

Trust in God The children explore the idea of trust 

and how hard it can be to trust that God knows what is 
best for us. They will study famous religious figures who 
trusted in God, especially Mary. They will further under-
stand the Trinity. 

The Early Christians  Peter was chosen as the 

leader of the new church which began at Pentecost. 
The children find out more about the important figures 
after Jesus’ death: Peter, Paul and Stephen. How we 

continue the work of these great saints? 

Jesus, the Saviour. The children grow to 

know that Jesus was truly human and truly God. We 
explore how Jesus came to share his life so he can be 
part of ours. Finally, we explore the paschal  mystery: 
his death and resurrection.  

Jesus,the Teacher. The children 
explore Jesus’ early life. He prayed 
and taught in the temple and followed 
God’s law. They go on to listen to 
Jesus’ teachings especially his 
parables and the Beatitudes. We learn 

through these how to live our lives 

The Church Through this topic, 

they explore what it means to 

belong and what it is to be part of 

a church community. The children 

read the Creed and begin to gain 

an understanding of these words 

spoken at Mass each week.  
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HRSE 

(Human, Relationships and Self Education) 

Growing in love for myself and God: Children will 

identify, name and respond appropriately to a wider 

range of feelings in themselves and others. They will 

recognise cause and effect in their actions and take 

personal responsibility. They will understand that 

similarities and differences between people arise from 

a number of factors 

Growing in Love for Family, Friends, Faith and 
Community:  Children learn about forgiveness - 

recognising its importance in relationships. They learn 

to judge what kind of physical contact is acceptable or 

unacceptable and how to respond. They begin to realise 

the nature and consequences of discrimination, teasing, 

bullying and aggressive behaviours and how to respond 

and ask for help. 

Growing in Love for my character and Well –Being 
Children learn that all people have worth and dignity as 

creations of God. All lives have purpose and we are all 

created equal.  

Autumn SEAL Topic: New Beginnings  

Contributing to and shaping a safe community. 

Exploring and managing feelings and putting into 

practice shared models for calming down and problem 

solving. 

Growing in love for myself and God: Children  begin 

to be thankful for the gifts of God.. They recognise cause 

and effect in their actions and take responsibility. 

 

Growing in Love for Family, Friends, Faith and 
Community:  Children become aware of different types 

of relationships including those between acquaintances, 

friends, relatives and family.  They value the diversity of 

national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the 

United Kingdom and beyond.  That the Church is a 

community of faith.  

Growing in Love for my character and Well –Being 
Children learn  that giving time to prayer and reflection 

is a way of growing in understanding of themselves and 

their own character, as well as deepening their 

relationship with God 

 

Spring SEAL topic: Relationships 

Exploring choices and taking responsibility. 

Understanding their own and others’ feelings. Beginning 

to think about loss, remembering and celebrating 

people/animals who are no longer with us. 

Growing in love for myself and God: Children will 

identify, name and respond appropriately to a wider range 

of feelings in themselves and others. They will take 

increased responsibility for their own safety and that of 

others. 

Growing in Love for Family, Friends, Faith and 
Community:  Children  know the rituals celebrated in 

Church that mark life, particularly birth, marriage and 

death and that these are part of Christian beliefs.  That 

marriage in a Church is a sacrament and involves God in 

the loving relationship between the couple. It is based on 

mutual consent.  

Growing in Love for my character and Well –Being                   
To extend their vocabulary of emotion, to explain both the 

range and intensity of their feelings to others and to 

recognise that they may experience conflicting emotions 

and when they might need to listen to their emotions and 

some ways to control them.  They know that some rights 

are universal, these are human rights. Christians believe 

that they should work for justice for all people because 

everyone has equal worth in the eyes of God.  

Summer SEAL Topic: Changes 

Dealing with feelings which sometimes arise with 

changes. Thinking about how they have changed so far in 

Keeping myself safe 
Growing in Love for my character and Well –Being  

To manage their personal safety. That they are responsible for managing the risks they are exposed to, pressure to behave in an unacceptable. unhealthy or risky way can come 

from many sources such as people they know and media. When, how and who to ask for help, how to resist pressure to do something dangerous, unhealthy that makes them 

uncomfortable, anxious or that they believe to be wrong. Staying safe online. Firework safety. Learning the green cross code, the importance of wearing bike helmets and 
seatbelts in the car. 
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Reading explanatory 
texts and poetry. 

Fairy Tales, comparing 
different versions. 

Story to learn The 
Pied Piper 
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Speaking and listening: Speaking and listening skills are at the heart of every lesson due to the crucial link between spoken 
language and cognitive development. Through using language and hearing how others use it the children will be able to describe their 
world. They learn to use language as a tool for thinking collectively and alone. Language is modelled by the teacher but effective use 
and understanding of talking/learning partners in every lesson gives the children the opportunity to self express and share learning. 

Spelling. Spelling patterns and rules are explored see Year 4 spelling list. Prefixes in/im/ir/
inter/il are explored. Further to this words ending in tion/sion/ssion/cian. The letter strings eigh, 
ey, ei ou, gue, que. Adding the suffix ‘ly’. Adding ‘ation’ to change a verb into a noun. 
Homophones. Command of a dictionary and thesaurus. Editing spelling in all aspects of writing Handwriting and presentation: Writing is fluent and joined in style. Pupil 

chooses to print when appropriate e.g labels in science 

Stories with dilemmas 

‘Charlotte’s Web’ 

‘The Butterfly Lion.’ 

Story to learn Why 
Compassion Bears 

Fruit 

Fantasy stories‘ The 
Firework- Makers 

Daughter.’ 

Reading poems on a 
theme.and non chron 

Story to learn—
character description 

Folk stories‘Brer Rabbit 
Tales’ folk tales 

Non-fiction about Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings 

Poetry—riddles 

Story to learn AL Brer 
Rabbit 

Viking Myths 

Poetry—kennings and 
limericks 

Odd and the Frost 
Giants’ 

Story to learn ‘The 
King of the Horses’ 

‘The Snow-Walker’s 
Son.’ Reading poetry 

and playscripts 

Macavity  to perform. 

Story to learn—
tension writing 

Explanatory texts 
about seed dispersal, & 

plant life cycle. 

Writing their own fairy 
tale based on a model 

Newspaper reports 

Persuasive text– Charlotte’s 
Web 

Persuasive text– Butterfly Lion 

Dragon slayer story with issue 

Exp text– How to prepare a 
mummy 

 

Fantasy stories 

Explanation text—
volcano eruption 

Writing persuasive text 
in response to novel 

Writing fantasy story 
in response to a model 
and own Viking myth 

Non-Chronological 
report—Vikings 

 

Adventure Story 

Newspaper report—
macavity 

Poetry writing– 
Macavity 

 

Complex sentences 

How to punctuate 
dialogue. 

Extending noun phrases 

Formal/informal language 

Understanding the 
difference between 
possessive and plural 

Turning adjectives and 
nouns into verbs eg pollen-
pollinate. 

The present perfect tense 

Complex sentences which 
begin with adverbs 

Understanding adverbs 

Using adverbials which 
express place and time to 

start sentences. 

Correctly using commas 

When to use nouns and 
pronouns. 

Possessive apostrophe 

The present perfect tense 

Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 

Extended noun phrases 

Complex sentences/ 
complex sentences 
beginning with adverbs 

Using formal and informal 
language in writing 

Use of the apostrophe 

The language of standard 
English                                         
Suffix ‘ly’ 

Revision 

All aspects of 
Grammar revisited 

and opportunities to 
apply it given 

*All aspects of grammar are constantly revisited throughout the year allowing for 
consolidation and application 

Non-Chron Egyptians 
writing 

Explanation texts-
Water Cycle 

Folk stories, Persuasive 
letter & diary 



Number – number and place value Number – addition and subtraction Number – multiplication and division 

Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 
Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers 
Count up and down in hundredths 
Read and write numbers to at least 10 000 
Read and write numbers with up to two decimal places 
Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 
Identify the value of each digit to two decimal places 
Partition numbers in different ways (e.g. 2.3 = 2+0.3 & 1+1.3) 
Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 

(including the number line) 
Order and compare numbers beyond 1000 
Order and compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two 

decimal places 
Find 0.1, 1, 10, 100 or 1000 more or less than a given number 
Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 
Round decimals (one decimal place) to the nearest whole number 
Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying 

the value of the digits in the answer 
Describe and extend number sequences involving counting on or back in different 

steps, including sequences with multiplication and division steps 
Read Roman numerals to 100 and know that over time, the numeral system 

changed to include the concept of zero and place value 
Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above and with in-

creasingly large positive numbers 

Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the num-
bers involved (recall a known fact, calculate mentally, use a jotting, 
written method) 

Select a mental strategy appropriate for the numbers involved in the calcu-
lation 

Recall and use addition and subtraction facts for 100 
Recall and use +/- facts for multiples of 100 totalling 1000 
Derive and use addition and subtraction facts for 1 and 10 (with decimal 

numbers to one decimal place) 
Add and subtract mentally combinations of two and three digit numbers and 

decimals to one decimal place 
Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits and decimals with one deci-

mal place using the formal written methods of columnar addition and 
subtraction where appropriate 

Estimate; use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation 
Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding 

which operations and methods to use and why 
Solve addition and subtraction problems involving missing numbers 

Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the 
numbers involved (recall a known fact, calculate mentally, use a 
jotting, written method) 

Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calcula-
tions 

Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 
× 12 

Use partitioning to double or halve any number, including decimals to 
one decimal place 

Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide men-
tally, including: 

- multiplying by 0 and 1 
- dividing by 1 
- multiplying together three numbers 
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using 

formal written layout 
Divide numbers up to 3 digits by a one-digit number using the formal 

written method of short division and interpret remainders appropri-
ately for the context 

Use estimation and inverse to check answers to calculations and deter-
mine, in the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy 

Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the 
distributive law to multiply two digit numbers by one digit, division 
(including interpreting remainders), integer scaling problems and 
harder correspondence problems such as n objects are connected to 
m objects 

Geometry – properties of shapes 

Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and trian-
gles, based on their properties and sizes 

Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different orientations 
Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of sym-

metry 
Continue to identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular 

and parallel lines 
Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two 

right angles by size 

Number – fractions and decimals 

Understand that a fraction is one whole number divided by another (e.g.  can 
be interpreted as 3 ÷ 4) 

Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects including those with 
a range of  numerators and denominators 

Recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred and 
dividing tenths by ten 

Count on and back in steps of unit fractions 
Compare and order unit fractions and fractions with the same denominators 

(including on a number line) 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths 

Recognise and write decimal equivalents to , ,  
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator (using diagrams) 
Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and 

fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions where the answer is 
a whole number 

Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to 
two decimal places 

Measurement 

Estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money 
in pounds and pence 

Order temperatures including those below 0°C 
Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including 

squares) in centimetres and metres 
Know area is a measure of surface within a given boundary 
Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares 
Convert between different units of measure [e.g. kilometre to metre; 

hour to minute] 
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-

hour clocks 
Write amounts of money using decimal notation 
Recognise that one hundred 1p coins equal £1 and that each coin is 

 of £1 
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to 

seconds; years to months; weeks to days and problems involving 
money and measures 

Geometry – position and direction 

Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant 
Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon 
Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to 

the left/right and up/down 

Statistics 

Use a variety of sorting diagrams to compare and classify numbers and 
geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes 

Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate 
graphical methods, including bar charts, time graphs 

Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information present-
ed in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs 

 Year 4 Mathematics 2019/20 



 

Plants 
Plants: We explore seeds—what’s                  
inside? How do they disperse? (Trip to 
Parkview.) What conditions do they 
require to germinate? What are the 
different parts of a plant called and 
what function do they have? Could a 
plant survive without leaves or roots? 
Why are there so many bees and                
insects in the garden; what are they 
doing? Is it important? How do plants 
make seeds? Can I explain all this?  

Solids, Liquids and Gases 
Children learn to compare and group 
materials together, according to whether 
they are solids, liquids or gases. They 
develop simple descriptions of states of 
matter eg liquids form a pool, not a pile. 
They explore the effect of heating and 
cooling upon matter and measure the 
temperature when different materials 
change state. They particularly focus on 
water as solid, liquid and gas. Trip to 
Preston—Cosmetic Chemistry. 

Computing 
“Whether you want to   

uncover the secrets of the 
universe or you want to 

pursue a career in the 21st 
century, basic computer 

programming is an essential 
skill to learn.” 

Light and Sound  

Children learn that darkness is the absence of light. 
They explore how light behaves when reflecting off 
a mirror. They also look for and measure shadows 
and understand how they are formed. They                 
recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous 
and the importance of protection. Sound—How is 
it made? Children recognise that vibrations from 
sounds travel from something to our ears. They 
find patterns in the sounds that are made with 
different size objects or with different thicknesses 
and link this to volume and pitch. 

Rocks, Soils and 
Fossils 

Children explore different types of rocks 
and soils in their local environment. 
They compare and group them together 
on the basis of their appearance and 
physical properties. What happens 
when rocks are rubbed together? Where 
did rocks come from? How is soil 
formed? They research how fossils are 
formed. What types of fossils are there? 

Science 
“Science, my lad, is made up of mistakes, but they are mistakes which it is useful to make because they 

lead little by little to the truth.” Jules Verne 

Year 4 Science and Computing 
Curriculum Overview 2019/20 

Working scientifically:  In Year 4 the children are taught the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills while investigating the above 
topics: 

 Set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests to answer questions, starting to make their own decisions about the most appropriate type of 
enquiry. 

 Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment such as data loggers and thermometers. 
 Gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of different ways to help in answering questions. Use scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 

keys, bar charts and tables. 
 Report findings using oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results or conclusions, 
 Use results and evidence to draw simple conclusions and make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions. 
Children make their own suggestions about what to test, what to observe and what to measure.  

Digital Literacy 
- Effective 
searching. 

Operators - using 
quotation marks 

and gaining 
evidence from it.  

 

Networks - What is a 
computer network? 
What is a wireless 

network? LAN? What is 
the internet? Role play 
of the internet, draw 

what the internet looks 
like?  

Computer 
Science - 2 DIY 
3D or Scratch  

Sequence, 
repetition and 

selection.  

OR Year 4 
Coding Crash 

Course 

Communication and 
collaboration. Can the 
children blog? Where can 
they blog? Keep it safe - 

link to online safety. 
Children to be able to 
comment on blogs and 
educate how responses 
should be.  Purple Mash 

IT - start with an 
animation then make 
movies using I movie 

or movie maker.  

Storyboard before 
making. Children to 
add theme music, 

narration, transitions.  

Computer Science - 
Inputs and Outputs. 

Keyboard, mouse, QR 
codes, iPads. 

(Hopscotch app) Bee 
Bots - physical robots. 

What is the input? 
What is the output?  

Online safety Acceptable Use Policy / 
Ways to report online safety issues, Safe use 

of search engines, Issues linked to social 
networking including online bullying, 

Inappropriate contact when being online- 
including grooming, What age? Appropriate 

ages for sites and games? Children to 
understand law and what age we are legally 
aloud to do things. Does this change online? 
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Art and DT 
“There are two things in 
the painter, the eye and 
the mind; each of them 
should aid the other… in 
the eye by looking at 

nature, in the mind by the 
logic of organized 

sensations which provides 
the means of expression.” 

Paul Cezanne 

Drawing  Responding to a story, 
using imagination. Line drawing and 
linear techniques. Shading, light and 
dark. Observational drawing, natural 
forms. Landscapes and perspective. 

Artist: William Morris 

Painting Artists Georgia O’ Keefe and 
JMW Turner. Watercolour painting. Skies 
and seas. Painting flowers in watercolour. 
Painting on different recycled papers. Brush 
work, thin and detailed. Mixing secondary 
colours and shades. 

Food Technology  
Food groups and healthy eating revision. Hy-
giene and safety rules. Investigating different 
types of flours. Making sweet and savoury scones. 
Making healthy cakes, using vegetables. 

3D 
Clay-coiled pot with lid. Fabric, 
forming coils and tubes. Tearing, 
cutting, gluing fabric together to 
create a class installation. 

DT Pneumatics.  

Discussion and experiment 
with prototypes. Planning, 
making and evaluating a 
moving toy, powered 
through a pneumatic 
system. Using a shoe box 
and the syringe system to 
create a moving tipper truck 
with tipping action. 

Textiles 
Mono printing on fabric. Tie 
dye on t-shirts. Dip dye on 
white cotton. The use of fabric 
paint and dyes. Artist Michael 
Brennan—wood. Embellishing 
fabric in his style. 

Games:  invasion games                
Children work as part of a 
team, encouraging, 
collaborating, communicating, 
and empathising. Developing 
skills of passing, outwitting the 
defender and bouncing a ball 
in basketball and rugby style 
games. Understanding how to 
move into a space and 
communicate with team 
members. 

Dance    Dance Themes for Year 4: Anglo-Saxons and Viking Gods and Goddesses. During 
these lessons the children will develop a language to describe the compositional features of 
dance. Improvise freely on their own and with others. Translate ideas from a stimuli into 
movement.  Reflect and evaluate to seek improvement in every lessons 

Gymnastics  
Create a sequence using travelling, balancing, jumping and rolling that meet a set of conditions. 
Children make simple judgements about quality of performances and suggest ways they can be 
improved. Work with partners to create balances and mirroring techniques. With a partner, 
develop the technique of meeting and parting within a sequence. 

Swimming   
Opportunities to enhance and 
develop their swimming 
technique- sessions in the 
Autumn term. Developing 
strokes on their front and 
back. Using skills such as 
stamina, perseverance and 
bravery. Being able to listen 
carefully to advice given. 

Games: net and wall, 

striking and fielding 

Explore different ways of 
throwing and consolidate 
their catching skills. Develop 
skills of striking with a bat. 
Play competitive games and 
apply basic skills needed for 
attacking and defending. Use 
simple tactics in a striking 
and fielding game. 

Music 
In the words of Abba: 

“Thank you for the music, 
for songs we’re singing, 
thanks for all the joy 

they’re bringing”. 

Playing the flute   
- producing a 

sound. Technique. 
Breathing and 

posture. Pulse and 
Rhythm. Pe
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Physical Education "To see young people growing in physical skills, self-confidence 
and self-worth is a truly enriching experience. Nowhere in school is it more visible than in P.E.”-   

Duncan Goodhew, 

Playing the 
Flute—Learning 
notes B A G C F 

Playing and 
Performing 

Christmas pieces.  

Playing the 
Flute—Mastering 
the notes learned 
and learning how 

to read music. 

Playing the 
Flute—Mastery of 
notes. Improvising 

and composing 
their own music 

on the flute. 

Playing the 
Flute—Revision. 

More complex 
rhythms such as 

quavers. 



 

Geography 
“What is our knowledge worth if we know nothing about the world that sustains us, nothing about natural 

systems and climate, nothing about other countries and cultures?”- Jonathon Parritt, Forum for the Future. 

Location Knowledge 

Children will learn to locate and name counties and 
cities in the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their human and physical characteristics. They 
will study in depth, key topographical features such 
as hills, mountains, coasts and rivers and know how 
to find these on a map, using a key.  

They will identify the position and significance of lati-
tude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere hey will look at how land is 
used for different purposes, eg flat land often used to 
grow food. 

Place Knowledge  

During these lessons the 
children compare our region 
with another region in the 
United Kingdom, looking at 
how we are similar and 
what differences we have. 
They will look at the impact 
of those differences on 
physical and human features 
of the environment 

Map atlases and globes 
used. 

Geographical skills 
and Fieldwork  

Fieldwork:  

Children will use fieldwork to 
study an area of the UK . They 
will observe, measure, record 
and present the human and 
physical features of the area 
using sketch maps and digital 
technologies. 

Year 4 History and Geography 
Curriculum Overview 2019/20 

Human and Physical 
Geography 

After studying the water cycle in 
Science the children will describe and 
understand key aspects of physical 
geography. When looking at Plants around 
the World, they will understand climate 
zones and biomes. They will look at how 
volcanoes are formed. This links with their 
study of rocks in Science. They will also 
understand how earthquakes happen and 
how mountains are formed.  

*Eight point compass, grid references and ordnance survey are used during outdoor pursuit lessons and maths (space and shape). 

Egyptians 
Children will learn about the achievements of one of 
the earliest civilisations—the Ancient Egyptians and 
will study them in depth. They will understand how 

we can know so much about a civilisation which lived 
such a long time ago. Using historical enquiry, they 

will find out more about Tutankhamun and who built 
the pyramids. 

They will find out about ancient Eygptian beliefs 
about the afterlife and learn how they buried their 
dead. They will finally compare Egyptian civilisation 
with other early civilisations of a similar time period. 

Anglo-Saxons 
Through historical enquiry and examination of evidence the 

children will seek to understand the daily life, laws and justice 
and motivations of these people. In particular the children will 
learn about their conversion to Christianity and reflect upon 
whether this would have been easy for them. They will find 
out which areas in England were occupied by Anglo-Saxons 
by studying place names. They will compare this time period 
with the Roman era and think about which era they would 
rather have lived in and why. They will find evidence about 
the Anglo-Saxon burial at Sutton Hoo and deduce from the 
artefacts what type of society member was found– warrior, 

king or churl? They will use King Alfred as a study in 
interpretations: ‘King Alfred –was he really great?’ 

Vikings 
This unit crosses over with the Anglo-Saxon unit as the Vikings 

invaded during Anglo-Saxon times and there was a struggle 
lasting many years between them to gain different areas of our 
country. The various power switches will be studied alongside 

an understanding of the Viking culture, particularly their 
fascinating belief system. Children will look at the traditional 

narrative of violent Viking raids and settlement with an analysis 
of how the Vikings reputation has changed over time.  They 

will use current research to realise that historical interpretations 
are always changing in the light of new evidence. They will 

recognise that they must always think about the motivations of 
who wrote the evidence ‘Who wrote this and why?” 


