
At the Heart of our Learning in Year 5 -The Curriculum: 
Here at Our Lady Star of the Sea we see education as a way of becoming more human as we grow to love ourselves, love each other and love Jesus Christ. We 
understand that Jesus challenges us to ’be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect’, by the strength of our faith, hope, love and compassion. Therefore, we aspire to see 
ourselves and each other as ‘precious in His eyes.’ Our curriculum is steeped in opportunities for children to become Learned and Wise. It engages, provokes, supports and 
challenges children to become the best version of themselves. Human excellence is aspired to in developing: ‘the qualities of mind and heart that will enable children to 
work with others for the good of all in the service of the Kingdom of God’.  We are guided by our 16 virtues which challenge us to be better disciples of Christ. In 
providing a rich, broad, diverse and balanced curriculum, children are supported and challenged to develop spiritually, socially, emotionally, culturally, physically and 
academically. The curriculum is designed to take children on a deep journey, where they are actively engaged in every learning opportunity - growing to be curious about 
God’s world, awakening the imagination and opening their eyes to new possibilities based in truth. All aspects of the child are nurtured to create independent learners who 
are resilient; we use our eight learning powers to develop excellence in learning nurturing a deep understanding about metacognition (how we learn). Out of this learning 
comes action - doing something here and now which, little by little, transforms the world. To be able to use our knowledge and understanding in this way we understand 
the importance of becoming wise. Having self-knowledge of our weaknesses, prejudices and misconceptions as well as our strengths, talents and loves. Therefore, through 
our curriculum we guide our children to become assessment literate and self literate, developing the key skills of evaluation and reflection. Our Curriculum is coherently 
planned; underpinned by our aims and sets out: 
 A clear list of the breadth of topics covered in each subject area; 
 The key concepts pupils should understand and master; 
 Criteria for progression within the key concepts. 
The daily practice of our learning and teaching policy demonstrates our commitment to giving all children the opportunity to master important key concepts and 
to achieve what they are capable of achieving.  This curriculum overview for Year 5 is supported by hyperlinks to the progression planners managed by each subject 
leaders. The spider diagram for each term gives an insight into how the teacher/year group team, have integrated topics and subjects that complement one another making 
meaningful connections. We know that developing children’s long-term memories is the key to effective learning and therefore key concepts will need to be repeated and 
revisited throughout the learning process. Our curriculum design is therefore underpinned by four main principles: 
 Communication is at the heart of all learning and must be developed progressively. 
 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 
 Interleaving helps children to discriminate between topics and aids long-term retention. 
 Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage and retrieval strength. 
In addition to the four principles, we also understand that learning can be invisible in the short-term and that sustained mastery takes time. Repetition is important so that 
children can secure their knowledge into their long term memory. Therefore we regularly assess how well the children are retaining their prior learning and retrieving it. 
Some of our content is subject specific, whilst other content is combined in a cross-curricular approach. Here is the colour coded key for each subject: 
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Autumn 1  
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Stories 
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HRSE Art and Design Music French 

Emotional wellbeing: Peer Pressure; 
Consent; Bodily Autonomy; Self 

Talk;  Online safety  

KIDSAFE Lessons (safeguarding) 

Drawing:  Austrian Artist  

Hundertwasser  
Unit 1: French Monster Pets 

Lancashire Music Service 

Wider Opportunities program 

All children learning an 
instrument 

Painting-Artists studied, Chris 
Ofili Derain and Matisse. S  
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Autumn 2  

FORCES 

PE Swimming Rugby Swimming Netball/High Five  

YEAR 5 

Computing  
Book creator  

Press to return to main page 

ONLINE SAFETY 

Maths 
PLACE VALUE TO 

MILLION 

DECIMAL 

 FRACTIONS 

MONEY 

ADDITION AND 
SUBTRACTION 

NEGATIVE NUMBERS 

FACTORS 
MULTIPLIES  PRIME 

NUMBERS AND 
SQUARE NUMBERS 

Daily maths fluency 
and retrieval 



 

Spring 1  

SPACE 

Narrative  

Stories 
SCI-FI 

Forces 

Light 

Computing  

Databases 
Coding  

(retrieve and apply) 

Explanation day and 
night and seasons  

outcome 3 
 

Shakespeare 

Play  - RSC 
Inci- dental 
writ- ing 

HRSE Art Design and Design Technology Music French 

Gifts and Talents; Peculiar 
feelings; Making good choices: 
Giving assistance: Online safety 

Cams Mechanism—spaceships Lancashire Music Service 

Wider Opportunities program 

All children learning an 
instrument 

Unit 3:Shopping in France 

Printmaking Artist Michael Rothenstien.  
Unit 4: French speaking world 
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Spring 2 

Natural  
Resources 

PE Dance Hockey Gymnastics Outdoor and Adventure  

YEAR 5 

Materials 

Spreadsheets  

Audio (Audacity) 
Podcast IT 

Press to return to main page 

ONLINE SAFETY 

Class novel  

Kensuke’s Kingdom 
Incidental writing 

Poetry 

Class Novel  
Aquila 

LIGHT 

Maths 

SHORT 
MULTIPLICATION 
AND DIVISION 

PERIMETER 

AREA AND 
SCALING 

CALCULATING 
WITH DECIMAL 

FRACTIONS  

Daily maths fluency 
and retrieval 



 

Summer 1  

Crime and 
Punishment 

Journalism 
Newspapers 

Forces 

Light 

Digital Literacy 

 

Outcome 3 
Writing 

Opportunities 

HRSE Art Design and Design Technology Music French 

Loving neighbours; Catholic 
social teaching; Created to live 
in a community. Our Beautiful 

bodies and change 

Food Technology Lancashire Music Service 

Wider Opportunities program 

All children learning an 
instrument 

Unit 5:Verbs in a French week 

Funky Furnishings 
Unit 6:  Meet my French Family 
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Summer 2 

Other  
Faiths 

PE Athletics Rounders Athletics Tennis 

YEAR 5 

Poetry the 
Highwayman 

Islamic  
Empire 

Democracy  
British values 
Trip to London 

End of 
Year Play 

North 
America 
 Jamaica 
Windrush 
Generation 

Press to return to main page 

Class novel  

Windrush 
Child 

ONLINE SAFETY 

Language of debate 
and Discussion text 

Maths 

FRACTIONS 

SHAPE 

ANGLES 

CONVERTING 
UNITS 

STATISTICS 

Daily maths 
fluency and 

retrieval 



Word Reading Comprehension 
As above and: 
Read books at an age appropri-
ate 
interest level. 
Use knowledge of root words to 
understand meanings of words. 
Use suffixes to understand 
meanings e.g. -ant, -ance, -ancy, 
- ent, ence, -ency, -ible, -able, -
ibly, - ably. 
Read and understand words 
from the Year 5 list (selected 
from the statutory Year 5/6 
word list - see word list on Eng-
lish Curriculum page) 

As above and: 
Maintaining positive attitudes to reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction which they might not choose to read themselves. 
Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher from an increasing range of authors. 
Recommend books to their peers with reasons for choices. 
Read books and texts that are structured in different ways for a range of purposes. 
Express preferences about a wider range of books including modern fiction, traditional stories, myths and legends. 
Learn a wider range of poems by heart. 
Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action so the meaning is clear to an 
audience. 
Understanding texts they read independently and those which are read to them 
Explain the meaning of words within the context of the text. 
Use punctuation to determine intonation and expression when reading aloud to a range of audiences. 
Check that the book makes sense to them and demonstrate understanding e.g. through discussion, use of reading journals. 
Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating questions to refine thinking, noting thoughts in a reading journal. 
Infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify inferences with evidence. 
Predict what might happen from information stated and implied. 
Through close reading of the text, re-read and read ahead to locate clues to support understanding. 
Explore themes within and across texts e.g. loss, heroism, friendship. 
Make comparisons within a text e.g. characters’ viewpoints of same events. 
Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion within a text. 
Scan for key words and text mark to locate key information. 
Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and identify key details which support this. 
Justify opinions and elaborate by referring to the text, e.g. using the PEE prompt - Point + Evidence + Explanation. 
Analyse the conventions of different types of writing e.g. use of first person in autobiographies and diaries. 
Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning e.g. formal letter, informal diary, persuasive speech. 
Evaluating the impact of the author’s use of language 
Explore, recognise and use the terms metaphor, simile, imagery. 
Explain the effect on the reader of the authors’ choice of language. 
Participating in discussion and debate 
Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others ideas and challenging views 
courteously. 
Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates. 
Prepare formal presentations individually or in groups. 
Use notes to support presentation of information. 
Respond to questions generated by a presentation. 
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 Our Lady Star of the Sea  Key Learning in Writing Year 5 

Composition Transcription 

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation Composition Spelling Handwriting 
As above and: 

Create complex sentences by using relative 

clauses with relative pronouns who, which, 
where, whose, when, that e.g. Sam, who had 
remembered his wellies, was first to jump in the 
river. The thief broke into the house which 
stood on the top of the hill. 
Create complex sentences where the relative 
pronoun is omitted e.g. Tina, standing at the 
bus stop, pondered the day ahead. 
Create and punctuate complex sentences 
using ed opening clauses e.g. Exhausted from 
the race, Sam collapsed in a heap. 
Create and punctuate complex sentences 
using ing opening clauses, e.g. Grinning with 
anticipation, Paul launched himself from the 
diving board. 
Create and punctuate sentences using simile 
starters, e.g. Like a fish out of water, she 
conversed awkwardly with the other guests. 
Demarcate complex sentences using commas 
in order to clarify meaning. 
Use commas to avoid ambiguity, e.g. ‘Let’s 
eat Grandma.’ and ‘Let’s eat, Grandma.’ 
Identify and use commas to indicate 

parenthesis, e.g. The house, lonely and 
abandoned, teetered on the edge of the cliff. 
Identify and use brackets to indicate 
parenthesis, e.g. in formal writing: The 
Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) inhabits open 
grassland in Africa. 
Identify and use dashes to indicate 
parenthesis, e.g. in less formal writing: The 
cake was lovely – delicious in fact – so I had 
another slice. 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials 
for time, place and numbers e.g. later, nearby, 
secondly. 

As above and: 
Planning 
Identify the audience and purpose. 
Select the appropriate language and structures. 
Use similar writing models. 
Note and develop ideas. 
Draw on reading and research. 

Think how authors develop characters and 

settings (in books, films and performances). 
Drafting and Writing 
Select appropriate structure, vocabulary and 
grammar. 
Blend action, dialogue and description within 
and across paragraphs. 
Use different sentence structures with 
increasing control (see VGP). 
Use devices to build cohesion (see VGP). 
Use organisation and presentational devices 
e.g. underlining, bullet points, headings. 
Evaluating and Editing 
Assess the effectiveness of own and others’ 
writing in relation to audience and purpose. 
Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning. 
Ensure consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing. 
Ensure consistent subject and verb agreement. 
Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors. 
Performing 
Use appropriate intonation and volume. 
Add movement. 
Ensure meaning is clear. 

As above and: 
Investigate verb prefixes e.g. dis-, re-, pre-, mis-, over-. 
Recognise and spell words ending in –ant, 
–ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency. 
Recognise and spell words ending in –able and –ible. 
Recognise and spell words ending in –ably and –ibly. 
Recognise and spell words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 
after c, e.g. deceive, receive. 
Recognise and spell words containing the letter-string 
ough. 
To recognise and spell the suffixes -al,- ary,- ic. 
To spell further suffixes, e.g. ll in full becoming l. 
Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters, e.g. knight, 
psalm, solemn. 
To spell unstressed vowels in polysyllabic words. 
Develop self-checking and proof reading 
strategies. 
Spell words that they have not yet been taught by 
using what they have learnt about how spelling works 
in English. 
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check 
spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary. 
Use a thesaurus. 
Spell words from the Year 5 list (selected from the 
statutory Year 5/6 word list) - see below. 

As above and: 
Write fluently using a joined style as 
appropriate for independent writing. 
Choose when it is appropriate to print 
(lower case or upper case) rather than to 
join writing e.g. printing for labelling a 
scientific diagram or data, filling in a 
form, writing an e mail address. 

Return to Overview Map -  Autumn   Spring    Summer  

Please visit the “LEARN” page on 

the website and click on English. 

Here you will find a visual image of 

the writing process. This teaching 

sequence underpins new genres. 

Once a genre is mastered in one 

year group the children will revisit 

these during incidental writing 

opportunities in the following 

years. These writing tasks allow 

the children to retrieve their 

understanding of the genre—

practice refine and improve. 

 

The whole process /philosophy of 

teaching reading and writing are 

comprehensively covered in the 

English Policy ( please see Learn 

page– English) 
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Our Lady Star of the Sea Art and Design  Year 5 overview of Key Skills   for further detail (lessons and tasks) see the schools Suffolk Scheme 

Year 5 

Produce creative work and 
exploring their ideas and 

recording experiences 

Know about great artists, craft 
makers and designers– understand 

historical and cultural  

development of the art form 

Become proficient in drawing, 

painting, sculpture and other 

art and craft techniques 

Evaluate and analyse creative works using the 
language of art, craft and design  

Investigate a range of starting points 
for their work, and choose which idea 
to develop further. 

Critically analyse the styles of artists, craft 
makers or designers and use this to inform 
their own work. 

Use their knowledge of 
drawing, painting, sculpture 
and other art, craft and design 
techniques to work creatively 
e.g. adapting the style of an 
artist to create their own 
effect. 

Use appropriate language when comparing ideas, 
methods and approaches in their own and others’ work. 

Record their thoughts and experiences 
in a  sketch book / ‘ideas journal’, and 
annotate these in order to aid the 
development of their ideas. 

Explain how they are developing their 
ideas as they work, and use language 
appropriate  to the chosen art form. 

Understand how a chosen artist or art 
form has contributed to the culture and / 
or history of a specific nation. 

Are confident when working 
with a wide range of tools and 
materials to create different 
effects. Graphic filter 

Describe what they think and feel about their own and 
others’ work and how this might influence their designs. 

Use creative thinking to adapt an 
initial idea, e.g. experiment with 
alternative colour palette. 

Use sketch book /‘ideas journal’ to evaluate and adapt 
their work as their ideas develop; make annotations in 
their books to show their ongoing evaluations and how 
they might develop their work further. 

Drawing Print Making 3-D Textiles 

Drawing . Creating Hundertwasser inspired 

buildings picture, adding an acetate layer then in 

marker pen drawing linear on top (layered imaging). 

Observational drawing Fruits and vegetables, 

looking for the markings and light. Drawing from 

imagination, what COULD be inside those fruits etc. 

Negative drawing, white on black and black on 

white. Using chalk and charcoal self portraits in the 

Auerbach style.  

Printmaking  Artist Michael Rothenstien. Reduction 

Block Printing. Planning a suitable design, flowers, 

boats etc. Split into thirds. One third yellow, one red 

and one blue. Each week we carve the third into the 

press print foam Adding the next layer the following 

week until all three are added. This builds up the 

finished print.  

3D Artist Alberto Giacometti. Drawing of the 

human form, proportion. Create a statue in the style 

of Giacometti. Using wires, masking tape, mod roc 

plaster and clay to build up a human form. 

Decorated with metallic paint. This takes four 

weeks. Clay slab vases with a coloured inlay. If time, 

paper tissue bowls.  

Painting Artists studied, Chris Ofili Derain and 

Matisse. Self portrait in Ofili style using paints close 

to his colours with added texture. Using an acetates 

layer paint over the portrait in his style. Fauvist 

painters Matisse and Derain, strong, bold, 

unrealistic colours. Abstract images. Mixing colours 

while painting straight onto the page. Black outlines. 

Wallpaper patterns , continue and change in pattern 

and colour.    

Return to Overview Map -  Autumn   Spring    Summer 
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Listening Speaking and pronunciation Reading and Writing Grammar  

Listening and gisting 

information from an 

extended text using 

language detective 

skills such as 

cognates  

Listening and 

following the 

sequence of a story, 

song or text including 

some unfamiliar 

language 

Forming a question in order to 

ask for Information 

Presenting factual information 

in extended sentences 

including justification 

Recognising features of 

different text types 

Using a range of language 

detective strategies to 

decode new vocabulary 

including context and text 

type 

To know that I can use parce que (because) to extend my sentence and give a 

justification  

To know some language detective strategies such as: recognising cognates and near 

cognates, guessing words by the layout of the page and using the words from before 

and after the unknown word to help 

To know that I can use il y a to mean 'there is' or 'there are' 

To know that there is no possessive apostrophe in French but that to say 'my mother's 

father' the French would say Le père de ma mère (the father of my mother) 

To know that the word order is sometimes different in French compared to English 

To know that metaphors and similes are also used in French and that a metaphor is 

when we  say an object is another object and that a simile is when we liken an object to 

another 

To know that there are clues in the words for the multiples of 10, eg cinquante - 50 

To know that the pattern of building larger numbers changes beyond 70 by adding the 

teen numbers to 60, eg soixante-dix (70), soixante-onze, soixante-douze 

To know that the word for 80 means ‘four twenties’ - quatre-vingts, and numbers up to 

100 are built by continuing to count on from quatre-vingt, e.g. quatre-vingt-neuf (89) 

quatre-vingt-dix (90), quatre-vingt-onze (91) 

To know that the French use guillemets << >> in the same way that the speech marks 

are used in English 

Correct use of definite 

and indefinite article 

depending on gender 

and number of noun, 

and including partitive 

article for ‘some’ 

Applying placement 

and agreement rules 

for adjectives 

Recognising and 

applying verb endings 

for present regular ‘er’ 

verbs 

Exploring verbs in 

infinitive form  

Learning and using 

some high frequency 

irregular verbs e.g. to 

have, to be, to go 

Using comparative 

language 

Rehearsing and recycling 

extended sentences orally 

Planning and presenting a 

short descriptive text 

Reading and adapting a 

range of different format 

short texts 

Matching unknown 

written words to new 

spoken words 

Recognising blends of 

sounds and selecting 

words to recognise 

common spelling 

patterns 

Using intonation and gesture 

to differentiate between 

statements and questions  

Making realistic attempts at 

pronunciation of new, 

vocabulary 

Listening and repeating key 

phonemes with care applying 

pronunciation rules 

Confidently using a 

bilingual dictionary to find 

the meaning of unknown 

words and check the 

spelling of unfamiliar words 

Using contextual clues and 

cues to gist and make 

predictions about meanings  

Gisting information from an 

Adapting a story and retelling 

to the class 

Using adjectives with correct 

placement and agreement 

Using existing knowledge 

of vocabulary and phrases 

to create new sentences 

Completing a gapped text 

with key words/phrases 

To understand that French verbs take different forms. To know that the infinitive is the basic form of a verb which 

in English is usually expressed as 'to [do something]' (e.g. 'to run') To know that there are three different endings 

for French verbs in the infinitive form: those that end -er, those that end -ir and those that end -re To know that the 

ending of regular -er verbs changes to go with the subject pronoun. To know that some verbs do not follow regular 

patterns, such as avoir (to have) and être (to be) To know how to conjugate the verbs avoir (to have) and être (to 

be) 

 Writing a short text using 

word and phrase cards to 

model or scaffold 

To know that I can compare nouns by placing plus / moins and que around the adjective of comparison (e.g. 

Neptune est plus grande que Mercure)  

To know that de translates as 'of' or 'some' and know that it changes when coupled with le to become du (not de 

le) and when coupled with les to become des (not de les) To know that when using à (to) and then the direct 

article à + le = au (eg. Au nord) 

To know that there are usually four forms of an adjective to describe- a noun that is singular masculine, a noun 

that is singular feminine, a noun that is plural masculine and a noun that is plural feminine 

To revise that adjectives of size go before the noun and adjectives of colour go after the noun 

To know that when a singular noun begins with a vowel, the possessive adjective ma is difficult to pronounce, so 

mon is used (e.g. mon ami / mon amie) 

Using different adjectives, 

with correct positioning and 

agreement 

Using language of 

metaphor and comparison 

Our Lady Star of the Sea French Skill Progression  Year 5 



HRSE- 

Human Relationships 
 and Sex Education 

 
To gain a deeper understanding of 
the Program of Study delivered for 

this essential learning—it is necessary 
to visit the HRSE learning page on 
our website. The link is below. Here 
you will find the HRSE school policy 
and essential links to TEN TEN the 

Catholic platform which we are using 
to support the teaching of HRSE. You 
will also find links to Kids Safe—a 

program we use to support the 
safeguarding aspect of this area of 
the curriculum. The link below takes 

you out of this document 
 

HRSE—WEBSITE PAGE 
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