
Welcome to our 
Phonics stay and play 

for Year 1

Together in 
partnership we can 
ensure your child is 

happy, healthy, 
safe and fulfils their 

potential.
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What is Phonics?

Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in early years, once
children begin learning sounds, these sounds are used orally
to identify and make words. They will then begin to learn the
letters which make each of the sounds and these are used to
read and spell words.

They are taught to read by breaking down words into separate
sounds. They are then taught how to blend these sounds
together to read the whole word.

We have a 40 mins phonics lesson Monday to Thursday and 
they are encouraged to use these strategies to read and write 
in other lessons. 



What is the Phonics screening check?
Every child in Year 1 throughout the country will be taking part in a 
phonics screening check during the week commencing 10th June. The 
children cannot retake the test at any other time so it is very important 
your child is in school during this week.

Children in Year 2 will also take the check if they did not achieve the
required result when in Year 1 or they have not taken the test before.

The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether individual
children have learnt phonic decoding and blending skills to an
appropriate standard.

The aim of the check is to ensure that all children are able to read by
the end of Year 2 and identify who needs extra support in Year 2.



What happens during the check?

The test contains 40 words. Each child will sit one-to-one 
and read each word aloud to me. The test will take 

approximately 10 minutes per child. 

There is no time limit so the children will complete the test 
at their own pace.

We will be practising in class so the children know what to 
expect, it is a very relaxed environment so the children will 

not feel worried during the test.

The list of words the children read is a combination of 20 
real words and 20 nonsense words.



Examples of words
The nonsense words will be shown to your child with a picture of an alien. 



Examples of words
These nonsense words are tricky, as they are 

unfamiliar to the children. I have printed off a cluster 
and blend mat to help support you at home. 

Encourage your child to Fred talk these words. 



How can you help?

• Read as much as possible to and with your child.

• Play lots of sound and listening games with your child.

• Encourage and praise – get them to have a ‘good guess’.

• If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging
them to say each sound in the word (Fred Talk) from left to right.

• Blend the sounds by pointing to each one, e.g. /c/ in cat, /p/ in pat,
/ng/ in sing, /ee/ in been. Next move your finger under the whole word
as you say it.

• Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know what they
have read.



How can you help?

Encourage your child to Fred Talk or Fred in your head when reading or writing. 
Focusing particularly on spotting more unusual sound patterns. In RWI we use this 
language to help the children.

Special Friends:
a combination of two or three letters representing one sound, e.g. ck, ay, igh, oa.

Chatty Friends:
2 letters that make a sound but are separated by another letter e.g. a_e in cake.

Fred Talk:

Say each sounds then blend to say the word e.g c-a-t, cat

Fred in your head:
say the sounds silently in your head.

We show them how to do this by:
1. whispering the sounds and then saying the whole word;
2. mouthing the sounds silently and then saying the whole word;
3. saying the whole word straight away.



How can you help?
Practise these sounds, I will let you know where your child is up to/ which sounds 
they need to practise.



How can you help?

REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the only thing needed to 
become a fluent reader.

•Please continue to read with your child each night and 
encourage them to:

•Sound out: Fred talk/Fred in their head

•Re-read to check it makes sense.

•Use pictures for clues.

•Ask questions about the book.

and most importantly ENJOY READING!



Reading Challenge
I have set up a new reading challenge to help encourage your children to read at 
home. Every time you read for at least 10 mins or play a phonics game/activity per 
day, please sign in the box. We will stamp in school to let you know we have seen it. 
Then once you have reached each target your child will receive a certificate. These will 

be announced in our Friday assemblies.



Reading Bookmarks
There should be bookmarks in your reading folders, these are to there to help 
support you, by giving examples of questions you can ask while reading.

The colour of the bookmark is not the RWI group your child is in as all the 
reading schemes are different, but they link to the books they are reading, 
for example purple RWI will have blue bookmarks, pink will have green. 



AR Reader Quizzes
Once your child has read their book a few times we will quiz 

them, here are some examples of the questions they are asked.



AR Reader Quizzes



AR Reader Quizzes



AR Reader Quizzes



Any Questions?

Feel free to ask us questions while you 
are in the classroom or send me an 

email.

We will go into the classroom where there is a 
range of phonics activities for you to have a 

play with your children. 

Enjoy and thank you for coming. 


