
‘In a world full of change the learners will inherit the earth 

while the knowers will find themselves beautifully equipped 

to deal with a world that no longer exists.’ 
  

 

Everyone at Our Lady Star of the Sea is a learner - we understand that when we 
stop learning we have to stop teaching as we can no longer facilitate the 
learning process.  
 
Reading is an essential aspect of this process and over the past fifteen years we 
have delved into the work of many different inspirational authors and 
educationalists who have helped us to shape our pedagogy.  
 
The very first book we read together in 2004 was by Catherine Corrie, 
‘Becoming Emotionally Intelligent’. This book challenged our way of thinking, 
emphasised the need to establish healthy trusting relationships and inspired us 
all to change our practice. We were so inspired by the book that we invited 
Catherine Corrie to present a workshop in school. This led to many deep 
conversations and discussions and reinforced our key findings from our 
reading. This remains a ‘go to’ book, often revisited by staff and always 
suggested as a staple read to new members of staff joining the team. This book 
has also been read by some of our parents who have found it useful in their 
daily challenges of parenting.   
 
Over the last two years our reading has revolved around Shirley Clarke’s book, 
‘Outstanding Formative Assessment’. This book attempts to define and explain 
what formative assessment is and how it should sit at the centre of the 
learning process if success is to be found. In doing this, Shirley Clarke focuses 
on three areas; Learning Culture, Lesson Culture and Structure, and Whole 
School Development. The book is steeped in Growth Mindset and makes 
continuous reference to having self-belief and ownership of learning. As a staff 
we have trialled many of the strategies in class, discussed their impact and 
developed a shared practice. We continue to use many of these strategies 
today, placing formative assessment at the centre of every lesson and learning 
opportunity.  
 
Currently we are researching and trialling the use of Kagan Strategies. This 
work arose from a discussion on how we make many assumptions about the 
vital skills of speaking and listening. As we ask children to work in groups and 
pairs we constantly presume that they will all take turns to talk and lead the 



discussion whilst at the same time listening carefully to others. Kagan strategies 
provide clear structures for all members of a group or a pair to be actively 
involved in the learning process, both as they speak and listen. So far Rally 
Robin is slowly being embedded within classrooms and over the next year we 
will be exploring others. We are hoping that as these strategies are embedded 
they become second nature to children with the outcome being, interactive 
learning which involves all.     
 
The bibliography of our reading so far... 
 
 

Books already identified to be read, revisited, or read 
for the first time. 

Author/Editor 

Becoming Emotionally Intelligent - a book to keep 
revisiting all the time 

Catherine Corrie 

Unlocking Formative Assessment - practical strategies 
for enhancing learning 

Shirley Clarke 

Formative Assessment in Action - weaving elements of 
assessment together 

Shirley Clarke 

Enriching Feedback in the Primary Classroom Shirley Clarke 

Outstanding Formative Assessment 
Culture and Practice 

Shirley Clarke 

With Drama in Mind - Real learning in imaginary 
worlds, using drama effectively 

Patrice Baldwin 

The ALPS Approach - Introduction to ALPS in primary 
schools  

Alistair Smith 

Accelerated Learning a User’s Guide - practical ALPS  Alistair Smith 

Accelerated Learning in Practice -  
Brain-based Methods for Accelerating Motivation and 
Achievement 

Alistair Smith 

Accelerated Learning in the Classroom - More 
practical ideas 

Alistair Smith 

The Lazy Teachers Handbook - how pupils learn more 
when you teach less 

Jim Smith 



The Big Book of Independent Thinking - Guiding 
children to become leaders of their own learning 

Ian Gilbert 

Essential Motivation in the Classroom - very inspiring 
and practical - A must to read 

Ian Gilbert 

The Little Book of Thunks - Questions to ponder on Ian Gilbert 

Why do I need a teacher when I’ve got Google?  Ian Gilbert 

The Perfect Inspection - highly practical Guide Jackie Beere - Ian Gilbert 

The Perfect Lesson - practical advice for outstanding 
lessons 

Jackie Beere - Ian Gilbert 

Invisible Teaching - Create energy and openness and 
focus in class 

Dave Keeling and David Hodgson 

Inspirational Teachers, Inspirational Learners - 
Creativity and the curriculum in 21st century 

Will Ryan 

Outstanding Teaching Engaging Learners - research 
and practical tips to engage 

Andy Griffiths and Mark Burns 

 
 
Why not try one or two of these books for yourself. If you don’t know where to 
start I would always advise Catherine Corrie.   


