
At the Heart of our Learning in Year 3 -The Curriculum: 

Here at Our Lady Star of the Sea we see education as a way of becoming more human as we grow to love ourselves, love each other and love Jesus Christ. We 
understand that Jesus challenges us to ’be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect’, by the strength of our faith, hope, love and compassion. Therefore, we aspire to see 
ourselves and each other as ‘precious in His eyes.’ Our curriculum is steeped in opportunities for children to become Learned and Wise. It engages, provokes, supports and 
challenges children to become the best version of themselves. Human excellence is aspired to in developing: ‘the qualities of mind and heart that will enable children to 
work with others for the good of all in the service of the Kingdom of God’.  We are guided by our 16 virtues which challenge us to be better disciples of Christ. In 
providing a rich, broad, diverse and balanced curriculum, children are supported and challenged to develop spiritually, socially, emotionally, culturally, physically and 
academically. The curriculum is designed to take children on a deep journey, where they are actively engaged in every learning opportunity - growing to be curious about 
God’s world, awakening the imagination and opening their eyes to new possibilities based in truth. All aspects of the child are nurtured to create independent learners who 
are resilient; we use our eight learning powers to develop excellence in learning nurturing a deep understanding about metacognition (how we learn). Out of this learning 
comes action - doing something here and now which, little by little, transforms the world. To be able to use our knowledge and understanding in this way we understand 
the importance of becoming wise. Having self-knowledge of our weaknesses, prejudices and misconceptions as well as our strengths, talents and loves. Therefore, through 
our curriculum we guide our children to become assessment literate and self literate, developing the key skills of evaluation and reflection. Our Curriculum is coherently 
planned; underpinned by our aims and sets out: 
 
 A clear list of the breadth of topics covered in each subject area; 
 The key concepts pupils should understand and master; 
 Criteria for progression within the key concepts. 
 
The daily practice of our learning and teaching policy demonstrates our commitment to giving all children the opportunity to master important key concepts and 
to achieve what they are capable of achieving.  This curriculum for Year 3 is supported by progression planners managed by each subject leader. Each teacher manages a 
diverse and rich curriculum, integrating topics and subjects that complement one another making meaningful connections. We know that developing children’s long-term 
memories is the key to effective learning and therefore key concepts will need to be repeated and revisited throughout the learning process. Our curriculum design is 
therefore underpinned by four main principles: 
 Communication is at the heart of all learning and must be developed progressively. 
 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 
 Interleaving helps children to discriminate between topics and aids long-term retention. 
 Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage and retrieval strength. 
In addition to the four principles, we also understand that learning can be invisible in the short-term and that sustained mastery takes time. Repetition is important so that 
children can secure their knowledge into their long term memory. Therefore we regularly assess how well the children are retaining their prior learning and retrieving it.  

https://www.ourladystarofthesea.lancs.sch.uk/s/Learning-Policy.pdf


 Our Lady Star of the Sea  Key Learning in Reading Year 3 

Continues on next page scroll down 



 Our Lady Star of the Sea  Key Learning in Writing Year 3 

Please visit the “LEARN” page on 

the website and click on English. 

Here you will find a visual image 

of the writing process. This 

teaching sequence underpins 

new genres. Once a genre is 

mastered in one year group the 

children will revisit these during 

incidental writing opportunities 

in the following years. These 

writing tasks allow the children 

to retrieve their understanding of 

the genre—practice refine and 

improve. 

 

The whole process /philosophy 

of teaching reading and writing 

are comprehensively covered in 

the English Policy ( please see 

Learn page– English) 
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Continues on next page scroll down 



Continues on next page scroll down 







Overview of Learning PE Year 3 







Our Lady Star of the Sea Art and Design  Year 3 overview of Key Skills   for further detail (lessons and tasks) see the schools Suffolk 



Listening Speaking and listening Reading and Writing Grammar  

Listening and responding to 
single 

words and short phrases 

Following verbal instructions 
in French 

Responding to objects or 
images with 

a phrase or other verbal 
response  

Asking and/or answering simple 

questions 

Forming simple statements with 

information including the negative 

Practising speaking with a partner 

Recognising some 
familiar words in 
written form 

To understand that every French noun is either masculine or feminine 

To know that the gender affects the form of the indefinite article un or une 

To know that feminine nouns often (but not always) end in e 

To know that when we turn the statement j'ai un/une (‘I have a…’) into a 
negative je n'ai pas de (‘I don't have a…’) then we change the article from 
un/une to de 

To know that if a word is plural, we cannot use un or une and instead use 
des (some) 

To know that when talking about a specific noun in French we use the 
definite article le (m.) la (f.) l' (m./f. before a vowel) or les (m./f. plural) 

To know that I can find the gender of a noun by looking it up in the 
dictionary where French nouns are followed by a gender indicator 

 

To know that placing ne and pas around a verb makes the verb negative 

 

Beginning to recognise gender of 

nouns, definite and indefinite article 

Identifying plurals of nouns 

Recognising adjectives and 

placement relative to the noun 

Beginning to understand that 

verbs have patterns 

Noticing the negative form 

Beginning to use prepositions 

(NB. This skill is not covered if following 

our condensed curriculum) 

Using short phrases to give 

information 

Beginning to adapt phrases from a 

rhyme/song 

Reading aloud some 
words from simple 
songs, stories and 
rhymes 

Listening and identifying key 
words 

in rhymes and songs and 
joining in 

Beginning to identify vowel 
sounds and combinations 

Listening and noticing 
rhyming words   

Repeating short phrases accurately, 

including liaison of final consonant 
before vowel 

Listening and repeating key 

phonemes with care 

Beginning to develop 
dictionary skills 

Identifying cognates 
and near cognates 

Introducing self to a partner with 

simple phrases 

Recalling and writing 
simple words from 

To know that adjectives of size are positioned in front of the noun in French e.g. un grand cercle 

To know that adjectives of colour are positioned after the noun in French e.g. un cercle bleu  

Recognising and using adjectives  To know that we can use connectives such as et (and) and mais (but) to join clauses 

To know that most nouns in French become plural by adding an 's' at the end, as in English 

To know that 'en' is usually used as a preposition when the mode of transport is something you get into e.g. 'en train', 
whereas 'a' is usually used when you are not getting into a form of transport e.g. 'a vélo' ( a bicycle) 

To understand that I can use a model sentence as a guide for building other sentences 

To know that tone of voice can indicate a question 

To know that a cedilla is the tail mark under the 'c' changes the pronunciation of the c from a hard sound to a soft 's' 
sound 

To know that a cognate is a word that is the same in both French and English e.g. un triangle 

To know that a near-cognate is a word that is very similar but not identical in French and English e.g. un cercle 

To understand that I can use known vocabulary, cognates and near cognates as clues to help me understand a text in 
French 

To know that sentences are often structured differently in French and English 

To know that, in French, a space is needed before and after ? and ! 

Experimenting with 
simple writing, copying 
with accuracy  

Our Lady Star of the Sea French Skill Progression  Year 3 



Year 3 Music Curriculum Overview 

To explore the Year 3 Music curriculum 

in more detail please visit the Learn 

page on the website- scroll down to 

curriculum -Music. Here you will find a 

break down of the key learning: 

 

 Progression of knowledge and skill  

 Musical progression 

 Musical style  

 Musical elements 



HRSE- 

Human Relationships 
 and Sex Education 

 
To gain a deeper understanding of 
the Program of Study delivered for 

this essential learning—it is necessary 
to visit the HRSE learning page on 
our website. The link is below. Here 
you will find the HRSE school policy 
and essential links to TEN TEN the 

Catholic platform which we are using 
to support the teaching of HRSE. You 
will also find links to Kids Safe—a 

program we use to support the 
safeguarding aspect of this area of 
the curriculum. The link below takes 

you out of this document 
 

HRSE—WEBSITE PAGE 

https://www.ourladystarofthesea.lancs.sch.uk/hrse



